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; H E Writer of the following ſheets has 


7 often thought with regret, that the doc- 
trine of the Divine Interpoſition for reſtoring 
the perverted part of Nature's Works has been 
injured. and depreciated, by the narrow and par- 
tial view in which it is commonly repreſented 
by many even of its well-meaning defenders ; 
and wiſhes at leaſt to fuggeſt a more werthy and 
" enlarged repreſention of it; and to point out 
- ſome more extenſive grounds on which he thinks 
it may be defended with advantage. 
: It will readily occur to any one in reading the 
following diſcourſe, that it is not intended as 2 8 
1 regular treatiſe, in which any ſubject is tho᷑·m + 
roughly diſcuſſed; but only as a Sketch r e 
Eſſay, in which ſome hints are thrown out, 7 
ſome thoughts ſtarted, which, to the Writer at . 
leaſt, ſeemed to be of importance, and to have 2 
eſcaped the notice of moſt of thoſe who have _, # 
treated of the Divine Interpoſition for the Re- _ 
demption and Reſtoration of the World. The 
Author had indeed at firſt formed the defign of . - 
a much more extenſive undertaking ; and in- 
| | tended to have made an attempt to trace the ' 2 
Adminiſtration of the Great Deſign of Omnipo- 44 
' tence in this Interpoſition, in the veſtiges of an 
, 4 "Univerſal Providence; and to have eſtimated the ny | i 
: effects of this Adminiſtration in the different 1 
: ages and nations of the world. But this he 3 4 
bound himſelf unable to accompliſh from his - 
: . Kere the tumults and alarms of war, = 1 
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aahnd camp, with which he was then connected; "i 
as alſe from the want of the Authors neceſſary 9 
do be conſulted in ſuch an undertaking; having : 
loſt the few books he was poſſeſſed of by the 
- accidents of the war. And having now little 
pfroſpect of any ſituation more propitious to the 
"0 Proſecution of ſuch ſtudies, he is induced fronr 
a perſuaſion of the importance of the defign, 
and by the advice of ſeveral friends, to ſubmit 
to the public the preſent imperfect Sketch; in 
hopes the view here given of the Glorious De- 
vice for the Reſtitution of Nature may be the 
means of ſuggeſting a more enlarged concep- 
tion of it to thoſe who may be capable of doing 
more juſtice to the ſubject, and whoſe character 
and influence may give it more weight and au- 
thority with the world. Being perſuaded that 
the extenſive idea of the deſign of the Divine 
Inter poſition which he has here endeavoured to 
ſuggeſt, is eſſential to a right conception of the 
Great Scheme of Redemption; and that it muſt 
be delivered and received univerſally in this en- 
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larged view, to render it reconcileable with juſt 
notions of the Author and Reſtorer of Nature. 


One great diſadvantage that has ariſen from 
the narrow and partial view in which the ſub- 
ject of Redemption has generally been confi- 


dered, is, that by rendering it unworthy of our 

natural notions of the Great Parent and Pre- 

ſerver of all Being, it has rendered it contempti- 
. ble in the eyes of men of great Minds and en- 
2 I Geniufes ; who. * 4h ng never feriouſly £ 
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e to its po, extent end importance, bur 
conceiving of it in the partial and contre 
light in which it is too often repreſented, have 
Nena deemed it below their attention, and un- 
worthy of their talents, But ſo great and im- 
portant an idea as the univerſal Reſtoration of 

the Divine Works, had it once been admitted, 
muſt have attracted the attention and engaged” 
the thoughts of every enlarged and elevated 
mind. And we might then perhaps not only 
have ſeen the ſubject taken up by ſome of thoſe 
great men, who, overlooking its extent and im- 
portance, have paſſed it over in ſilence; but 
might even have found many of thoſe eminent 
talents, which have been employed to confound 
and bring to contempt the partial and unworthy . 
repreſentations generally given of it, engaged in. 
its ſervice, and exerted for its ſupport. Had 
the clear and comprehenſive Reaſon of a Bacon, 
the extenſive and penetrating Genius of a New- 
ton; or the elegant Thought and generous Mind 
of a Shafteſbury, the fine conception and ini- 
mitable eloquence of a Bolingbroke, been ex- 
erted on ſo auguſt and intereſting a ſubject as 
Univerſal Reſtoration, what a noble and exalted 
repreſentation might we have had of it! And 
I cannot but believe, that ſame. who have too 
wantonly affected to contemn, and toq raſhly 
endeavoured to expaſe, the unworthy repreſen. 
tations often given of the Scheme of Redemp- 
tion, ſtill reverenced a more worthy and en- 
larged conception of it, which they entertained 
in their own minds. For I think it is fende 

5 5 any 9s who at all. attends to the e luden, 
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this moſt grand and important of all ſubjectsg 


can ever be nelly ſatisfied that there 181 no- 
"tv | in it; nay, 1 believe it is impoſſible that 
| he ſhould not be convinced that there js ſomes 
thing, and that of great importance, in it; 
though he may conceive of it yery differently 
from what Theological Syſtems repreſent it. And 
I am perſuaded it would be much both to the 
credit and intereſt of Revealed Religion, did we 
content ourſelves with eſtabliſhing and illuſtrat - 
ing the fundamental principles, and enforcing 
the practical purpoſes of it, and leave many 
myſterious and merely ſpeculative points on the 
fimple foundation of Sacred Writ, 

Had the ſublime Genius of Milton been un- 
fettered by the prejudices of Syſtem, and the 
dogmas of the School Divinity, and opened its. 
ſelf to the ennobling canception of Univerſal 
Reſtitution, it is probable we not only had 
never ſèen thoſe parts of Paradiſe Loft, which, it 


> Muſt be allowed, fall far below the reſt of his 


ſubject, and the natural elevation of his Genius; 
but might perhaps even have ſeen a Paradiſe 
Regained as much ſuperior to Paradiſe Loft, as 
the Redemption and Reſtoration of a World is 
more glorious and important than the Loſs of 
Eden; and as much more attractive of attention, 
as an event in which we are all yet to be con- 
cerned, and in which our intereſt in ſome' de- 
gree depends upon ourſelves, is more intereſt- 
ing than one which is paſt, and of which we 
can now only regret the effects. And ſhould 
in ſome future period a great and capacious 
Genius, a ſecond Milton ariſe, who, taking up 
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in 7 true 2 Aurel extent a deſen; n; 7 5 "FN 
preſent it to the world, recommended by all OY 
the oraces of Poetry, and all the powers: of a 45 l 
ſublime Genius; then may the ideas of the 1 
extent and importance of the Great Purpoſe of TY 
Omnipotence which the following Eſſay would - , 7 
ſuggeſt, be able to ſurmount the neglect and N 
inattention under which they muſt now fink 5 £5 
from the obſcurity of the Author, and the pr: 
ſent univerſal indifference to the ſubject. For 
whenever that propitious period ſhall arrive, | 
when the Univerſal Religion of Redemption, in its 

genuine ſpirit and defign, ſhall be underſtood 

and received; then will ſuch an enlarged view 

of it, as is here but ſlightly ſketched, aſſuredly 

be acknowledged and prevail. 

In a civil and political view, certain eſta 
bliſhed principles and doctrines may be neceſ- 
ſary to reſtrain the extravagance and madneſs of 
enthuſiaſts and fanatics from ſubverting the 
peace of ſociety, and confounding all decency 
and order, both civil and religious. But we 
are not therefore to imagine, that the Grace 
of God, which bringeth Salvation to all his 
Works, that the Important Purpoſe of the 

Eternal Sovereign for the Univerſal Reſtoration 
of Nature, is neceſſarily regulated by any of 
the Forms, Creeds, or Syſtems, that have at | 
different times been received in the world. In — 

inſtructing the fimple and ignorant for the ends 
and purpoſes of life and practice, it may be 
ex pedient to confine gur arguments to received 
doctrines and principles. But when we appeal 
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world, in order to their conviction, we muſt 
ſhew, that we can meet them on their own 
ground, and maintain our cauſe on the indiſpu- 
table foundation of Nature, of Reaſon, and of 
Facts. | 
| Whoever has given a proper attention to 
Sacred Writ muſt have perceived, that the 
Infpired Authors themſelves obſerve this diſ- 
tinction; and that both their thoughts and lan- 
guage is particularly adapted to the occaſion of 
cheir argument, and to the conceptions, and 
even to the prejudices and peculiarities of thoſe 
to whom they are addreſſed. For it is impoſſible 
not to remark, how different the majeſty of 
their tile, the ſublimity of their thoughts, the 
andeur and extent of their ideas, when their 
ſubject is addreſſed generally, from what they 
uſe when it is particularly addreſſed to the nar- 
row, groſs, and ſelfiſn conceptions of the Jewiſh 
Nation. This is obſervable even in the Names 
and Characteriſtics byl which the Deity is diſ- 
tinguiſhed on theſe different occaſions : on the 
one, we find ſuch partial Deſignations as The 
« God of Abraham,“ “ The God of Iſrael,“ --- 
* The God of Zion;“ on the other, theſe au- 
guſt and univerſal Compellations, - The God 
of Heaven, “ The Moſt High God, 
«© The Moſt High God, Poſſeſſor of Heaven 
„and Earth.“ How different the idea ſug- 
geſted by The Lord which dwelleth in 
.<« Zion,” from the majeſty expreſſed 1 The 
„High and Lofty ONE. that inhabiteth Eter- 


te nity.” The books of Job and of Daniel 0 


8 are e &riking: onions of this ob? 
ery ation, 


98 * 
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ſer vation. Even St. Paul himſelf, when he 85 
peals to the Jews, is obliged to reſt his argu- 
ments on the narrow and partial foundation of * 
their national religion and prejudices; but when 
he addreſſes himſelf to the Athenians, a philo- 
ſophical and enlightened people, he appeals to 
the natural attributes and acknowledged opera- 
tions of the Deity, as the Univerſal Creator and 
Upholder, the impartial Parent and Preſerver 
of all Being; God that made the world 
ce and all things therein---Lord of Heaven and 
. £6 Earth---in him we live, and move, and have 

© our being; as certain alſo of your own Poets 
© have ſaid, For we are all his offspring.” &c. 
And if through the whole of Sacred Writ,” we 
thus diſtinguiſh what refers to the general doc- 
trine of the Divine Interpoſition, and the Uni- 
verſal Providence of the Supreme Being re- 
ſpecting the religious and moral ſtate of the 
world; from what refers only to the partial 
religious inſtitutions of the Jews as a political 
State, and 1s accommodated to their national 
prejudices, we ſhall find, that conſidering the 
Divine Scheme of Redemption in the moſt en- 
| larged view, is only recurring to the genuine 
original notion of it as uniformly difplayed in 
Scripture-; though for want of this diſtin&tion 
it has often been contracted and debaſed under 
the ſeeming ſanction of Revelation itſelf. 

But however important the Deſign of the fol- 
100 wing ſheets, the Execution may perhaps re- 


quire many apologies. Of one the Writer is 
particularly aware ; -that in many places the 


| Wee may e mt: and laboured, and in 


| the latter part eſpecially, ſometimes bordering 
on tautology ; for which he can only apologize 
Is affigning the real cauſe,---the defire of keep- 
ing the principal object conſtantly in view, 
— it in every point of light, and giving 
the fulleſt and ſtrongeſt impreſſion of it; and 
the natural defect of language, which every one 
muſt on ſome occaſions have found inadequate 
to ideas, eſpecially when new and uncommon 
thoughts are endeavoured to be ſuggeſted. But 
after all his endeavours, he till feels that he 
has fallen far ſhort of the idea with which his 
mind laboured, and which it was his defire and 
aim to repreſent. 
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predic ibis f. n Sacred Writ, which altude'to the 
| 0 4 Divine Perſon in dehalf of 
15 mu ſee reaſon to believe, that 
they imply a 1 ; purpoſe : afid deſign far more glorious 
and important than what feems't6 be generally un- 
derſtood by th ts and events 


ES: 


em; ald! point to objec 
far more extenfive and intetefting than what we 
hear generally aſcribed to them: And the fame 
reflection muſt likewife ariſe from a careful peru- 
fal of the deſcriptions of that upiverfaFihfrocence 
and perfect felicity; ſo often mentioned as the 


deſtined effect and conſequence of that interpoſi- 


if we examine the natural hiſtory of religion and 
! in the —W es and nations of the 
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tion. This opinion will be ſtill further confirmed, 
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verſally entertained concerning it, by the good 


and wiſe ; by thoſe who in every age and natio . 


have been diſtinguiſhed with a more than ordi- 


wary portion of that Breath Divine, that happy | 


inſpiration, to which, even in the opinion of 


Heathen Philoſopher, all human excellency and 
ſuperiority are to be aſcribed *. | 
"WW 


From the attentive conſideration of cheſe d 
ferent fubjects, there muſt ariſe in the unbiaſſed 


mind, if not a conviction, at leaſt a ſtrong per- 
5 fuafion that the Divine purpoſe and plan of re- 


demption has always had effects far more uni- 
yerſal, and far more berieficial to che world, 


man have commonly been attended to; and a 


preſumption, that at will finally produce. 4 
ſummation and [If ue, far more grand”: and, 


eſtivg ar more appy. and glorious, far more 
| 7 152 the Coun Hi and Deſign | oP 

potent, than what it has Kaden 8, been applied 
to by moſt of thoſe who have reaſoned and: Writ- 


ten on Uebe ſubject. It will be found to import 
"nothing leſs than the entire expiation, of all 


-guilt and crimes in nature ; the final extirpation 


of evil, ſuffering, and miſery, in every region 
of being; z the complete reſtoration of all the 


c * a 8 


ment of univerſal perfection and felicity through 
all the works of God. This is an iſſue that 
may juſtly be called The Redemption of the World; 
---this is a deſtination. truly Worthy: of the Heir 
of. Omnipotence / 4 20 5 „ 
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_perverſions of nature from its original bene fi- 
cent deſign; and the introduction and eſtabliſh- 
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„And as me raffow ind 3 repielondliibge | 


too often given of the Dine Counſel and De- 


fign in the Redemption of the World; (if, in tbe 


confined view in which it is commonly: conſi- 
dered, it may be ſo called), is the principal 
foundation of the moſt plauſible” objections of 
Infidels againſt it, it muſt be of the greateſt 
moment to diffufe more enlarged and more wor- 
thy notions and conceptions of this truly Glo- 
rious and Important Deſign; and to ſhew that 


ſuch notions and conceptions are founded in. Naa. 


ture and Reaſon, and fupported da Reve- 
tation and Facts. 0 2115 

It is therefore the deſign of this Eſſay to offer 
a few obſervations on this intereſting ſubject :" 

By endeavouring, firſt; To point out what 
appears, as well from Nature and Reaſon, as 
from Revelation, to be the deſign and extent of 
the mediatorial Character and Government of 
the Redeemer. 

And, ſecondly, To mgget ſome idea 'of FO 
Happy effects of his undertaking, and of that 
glorious and important Conſummation which we 


expect as the ultimate end and object of it. 


The general import of this Eſſay is conciſelyx 
implied in the ſentence prefixed to it from the 


Septuagint Verſion of the Sacred a = 15 


aM 2d oEMwörx f α¹rHuh⁰ ayſine-,-rhis name hall 
be called The Meſſenger of the Great Counſel, or, 
The Minifter of the Important Purpoſe, the Mighty 
Defign. And the following ſheets will conſiſt _ 

chiefly in an attempt to illuſtrate what is im- 
plied in this deſignatian, with ſome obſervations | 
8 on. 09 eee, e aſcribed to 
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"the: Metab, 9s! expg fled i in the common Eng. 
U tranſlation of thagSacred Scriptures®, | 


The whole of thowerſe alluded to, inſerting 


dhe abqye exprcſfion, will ſtand. thus: For 
untp u child is born, unto us 4 ſon is given; and 
The government ſball by upon bis ſhoulders « and bis 
nam fall; be called The Meſſenger of the Great 
Deſign, he Wonderful  Gounſellor, be Mighty 
Cod, The Everlaſting Father, The Prince o, Peace. 
Of: the increaſe of his. government and. peace there 

be no end. And whether, by this important” 


deſoription, Iſaiah might be immediately conſci- 
dous o alluding to any thing beyond a deliyerance 

from the miſery and appteſſion which his coun- 
try then groaned under from the Kings of Iſrael 


and of Syria; this ! is certain, that no ſuch diſtin- 


guiſhed perſonage, as is bere deſcribed, ever 


appeared far their deliverance on that occafion; 


and that the deſignations and characteriſtics here 


* In our common verſion the auer implied i in the 
words above quoted! is entirely ommitted; nor do 1 find in 
Commentators any ſatis factory account of this difference 


in the two verſions ; but the moſt probable conjecture is, 


that it aroſe from their having been tranflated from different 


copies of the original. But as the Septuagint i is the moſt 


antient. verſion, the copy from which 1 it was tranſlated, may 
reaſonably be ſuppoſed to have been the moſt correct and 
though our tranſlators might not chooſe to depend 
pon it where it differed from the copies of the original in 


their hands. And as the words are to be found not only 


in all copies of the Septuagint, but alſo in ſeveral other an- 
tient verſions of the Old Teſtament, as the Caldean, Arabic, 
Syriac, & c. this, together with their being perfectly con- 
formable to the idea of the Mediator's 8 deflination, as re- 
preſented in many other parts ut Sacred Writ, is certain 
1 to. Juſtify tb GUN. hem here. 4 4 
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affigned can \ be aferibed 1 to none beſides the FE, 


riqus Redeemer of the world, the deſtined Re- 


ſtorer of all the works of God; and the ever - 
increaſing peace and felicity here promiſed can 
only be applied ta the perfect harmony and 
endleſs happineſs, which, as the Governor of 
"that redeemed world, the Father and Guardian 
of that reſtored and perfect order of things, he 
ſhall introduce and maintain in all the regions 
of his dominions. In Him alone, of mortal 
birth, can all the different, and ſeemingly in- 
compatible, characters here mentioned, be found 


united; who, though he was originally in the 
form of God, and thought it no robbery to be 
equal with God, yet condeſcended to be born 


of a woman, to be made in the likeneſs of man, 
and to veil his eſſential glory in the humble 


robe of Humanity; ; and « therefore God alſo 


5e hath highly exalted him, and given him a 
6 name that is above every name, that at the 


* name of Feſus every knee ſhould: bow, of 


* things in heaven, and things in earth, and 
f* things under the earth, And that every 
tongue ſhould confeſs that Jeſus Chriſt is 


5 Lord. God having put all things under his 


e feet, and given him to be head over all 
< things. Angels and Principalities and Powers 
f* being made ſubject unto him.” And it is in 


the fulleſt extent of this deſcription of univerſal | 


dominion, and ſovereignty, that we underſtand 


the expreſſion, The government ſhall be upon his 


| ſhoulders. Which we canceive to imply, that the 


ſole ordering and direction of the government 
| bite and ſubordinate Beings: in every e- 3 
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gion K Nature is comntitted- unto him, for 


che accompliſhment of that complete redemp- 
tion, that univerſal feſtoration of the Divine | 
works, which we ſuppoſe to be the ultimate end 


and defign - of his mediatorial character and go- 


vernment. This is (che lurados Banks) the Great 
Counſel, of which he is called the Meſſenger; 


chis is the Important Purpoſe, the Mighty De- 


N ſign, of which he is appointed the Miniſter. 


That the adorable Redeemer was from eter- g 


nity Supreme Lord of Nature, is a neceſſary 


conſequence of his eſſential divinity, and of his 


agency in its original production; but it ap- 


pears from many expreſſions in Sacred Writ, 
that the immediate adminiſtration of the preſent 
economy and government of the world, and 
particularly of the human Face, is in a ſpecial 
manner committed unto him, in conſequence of 


his mediatorial character: and this delegated 
power and ſovereignty appears to be different, 


and exerciſed upon different principles, and by 


dlifferent rules, from his natural eſſential domi- 


nion; the principles and laws of which were 
adapted to a ſtate of perfection and felicity, in 
which evil and diſorder had no place. But the 


principles and laws of this mediatorial ſove- 


reignty and dominion are adapted to that diſor- 


dered and perverted ſtate of things which we 


now ſee; the evil tendency and effects of which 


it is appointed to obviate and remedy. 


And perhaps for this very reaſon, that the 
Mediator might be properly qualified, in reſpect 


0 finite Beings, to adminiſter this delegated 


he? 7% \ Xa Tr F © 8 been | 


4 


4 


1 8 
government, to | acepropliſh- all the. padsr and 
purpoſes of this Important Defign, which he is 
ordained: both to declare and, execute, it was 

| neceſſary that he ſhould aſſume a finite nature. 
And though the Redeemer's aſſumption of Hu- 
manity might be relative only to the redemp- . 
tion and reſtoration of the human race, yet we 
know not to what other objects, and what other 
purpoſes, his mediatorial office and character 
may extend; nor do we know to what other Na- 
tiures and Orders of Being 4 the: Univerſal Media- 
| tor may have condeſcended, in order to accom- 
pliſh the truly Glorious Purpoſe, the truly Great 
Deſign, of reſtoring perfection and felicity in all 
the regions of the Divine dominions. This mat 
leaſt ſeems certain, that whenever the Deity 
condeſcends to hold intercourſe with finite Be- 
ings according to the principles of their nature, 
the manner and form of his communication 
muſt be accommodated to ſome of their ſenſes 
or means of perception, and his eſſential glory 
veiled. in ſome ſuch repreſentation or appearanae 
as they are able to bear. And it is, perhaps, 
by virtue of this perſonal aſſumption of Huma- 
nity in the Mediator, that all ſenſible intercqurſe 
and communication between God and man is 
carried on. We are expreſſiy told, that nd man 
Hatb ſeen God at any time; the only. begotten Sor 
which is in the boſom of the Father, he hath de» 
clared bim. Hence all the viſible manifeſtations 
and perſonal appearances of the Divinity, ſo 
often mentioned even in the Old Teſtameng, 
feem referable to the Son, and might have a 
. relation to his Hcamapicy, though not yet for- 


„ „ mally 


— — —— 
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mally afurted ; at leaſt "they were bertaltiy * 
part of the erereife of his delegated mediato- 
rial office and character; an eſſential Branch of | 
which we underſtand to be the diſpenſing of all 
Divine conimunications'to created Beings: And 
we ſuppoſe it to imply, not only the part which 
the Redeemer acted during his perſonal ſojourn- 
ing on earth, his founding and inſtituting the 


. Chriſtian religion, his particular care and pro- 
vidence towards the church; but the admini- 


{tration of the whole of the Divine difpenſations 
towards all finite and ſubordinate Natures 


Even the great and important events in the 


Hiftory of the World; the advancement and de- 
eline of ſocieties in knowledge, religion, and 
morals; the riſe and fall of Empires, Kingdoms, 
and Nations, may all be confidered as part of 
this delegated government ; and by a regular 


chain and connection, which we are unable to 
trace, lead towards its grand and vultirtiate ob- 
ject, the complete and univerſal eftabliſhment 
of the Empire of the Prince of Peace; when 


6e all the Kingdoms of this world ſhall become 


* tho Kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Chriſt- 


And though to our limited view the preſent 


courſe of this world may appear only a ſeene of 
confuſion, diſtraction, and overturning, without 
- purpoſe or defign, yet by this ſucceſſion of un- 
ſeeming events, he“ will overturn, overturn, 


% overturn it, till he come, whoſe right it is, 
“ and will give it him.“ And as we cannot 


diſcern the deſign and tendency of many of 
' theſe events, neither do we know the agents and- 
eee e by which t ey are effected. But, 15 


6 „ though | 


though we know not TEA inviſible” agents n may 
be engaged, nor in what manner they interpoſe 
in human affairs, yet we know from the autho- 
rity of Sacred Writ itſelf, that ſuch are ein- 
ployed in the execution of the divine purpoſes 
with men*; and from the ſame authority we 
alſo know, that to the Redeemer, for the admi- 
niſtration of his Mediatorial Government, all the 
Angels of God, all the Powers in | heavenly 
places, are fubjected; that either in his own 
perſon, or by fubordinate agents, he may order 
and tranſact whatever may be neceſſary in the 
progreſſive execution of the Important Pur- 
poſe, the Great Deſign, of finally eſtabliſhing 
univerſal peace, order, and felicity, through all 
the works of God. 

It is perhaps deſerving of obſervation, that in 
the account of the production of the world, in 
the firſt chapter of Geneſis, the abſolute term 
God is conſtantly uſed ; but when the account 
of the adminiſtration of the new-created world 
begins, the term The Lord God is introduced. 
And in all the intercourſe and conyerſe between 
the Deity and the firſt inhabitants of the world, 
this appellation is conſtantly given to the Di- 
vine Perſon whom we find adminiſtring the 
affairs of the new creation, and ſeems to denote 
a diſtin& perſon and character. And in the ſez 
veral converſations between this Divine Perſon» 
age and Adam, Eve, Cain, &c. as recorded in 
the third and fourth chapters of Geneſis, it 
ſeems plain that he Preſented himſelf in ſome 


. * See Dan. oy Xe. ver, 12, and 1 3.—Alſo Dan. chage 
*, ver. 6 e an. chap. 228 ver. 1. 


. | perſonal 


(-. 19. 5 85 : 7 


perſonal. form, or viſtble appearance. And Alg 
ther or not this might have any relation to the 
aſfumption of Humanity in the Mediator, 
there is, I think, no doubt but it is to be re- 
ferred to the ſame perſon, and relates to his 
mediatorial character, being part of the admi- 
niſtration of that important government, which 
was from eternity ordained ta be laid upon his 
ſhoulders; and which comprehends, not only, 
as the Jews fondly believed, the protection and 
reſtoration of their nation, ook of all the race 
of mankind, nor only of the race of man- 
kind, but of every creature of God, We are 
certainly far from having an adequate concep- 
tion of the Glorious Mediator's undertaking and 
character, when we repreſent him merely as the 
inſtitutor of a particular ſyſtem of religion, and 
the author of redemption to only a few of thoſe 
who profeſs that religion. How much more 
worthy and exalted is the idea, which St. 4 0 
gives of the dignity of his character, and 
the importance and extent of the deſign of his 
mediatorial office, in the following paſſages:— 
<& That in all things he might have the pre- 
e eminence, it pleaſed the Father that in him 
„ ſhould all fulneſs dwell; and, having made 
„peace by the blood of his croſs, by him to 
£© reconcile all things untq himſelf ; by him, I 
« ſay, whether they. be things in earth, or 
« things in Heaven.” And again, That 3 in 
« the diſpenſation of the fulneſs of time, he 
e might gather together in one all things in 


Toy Chriſt, both which are in heav en, and which 
are in earth, even in him.” T hus it is clear 
| 0B, from 


) 
Kor Scripture, chat the effect of che Propitia- 
tion made by the Univefſal Redeemer; and the 
Influence of his mediatorial charactef; not only 
concerns all the human race, but Ertends to tlie 
whole ſyſtem of Beings; and alſo, that this di- 
tent of influence aid | power is deſegited to him 
for the purpoſe of univerſal mediation and re- 
demption. He Himfelf declares, All power 

ec is given unto me in heaven and in earth;“ 
where the word given plainly implies ſome par- 
ticular delegation of power and authbrity diſ- 
tinct from his eternal effential ſuprethacy: And 
- wherever this delegation of authority; this ſub- 
jection bf Principalities and Powers unto him, 
this fovereignty and dominion over all Beings i in 
heaven and in eatth, is mentioned; it is men- 
tioned as al branch or confequence of his media- 
torial character: It is in relation to this cha- 
facter; that the defignation of The $on bf Man is 
given to the Redeemer; under which defigns- 
-tion Daniel repteſents bim as receiving the in- 
veſtiture of this his delegated authority; and 
alſo defetibes the nature and extent of it. 64 1 
% ſaw; fays he; in the night viſions, and behold 
1 one fike the Son of Man came in the + clouds 
of heaven, and came to the ancient of days, 
„ and they brought him near before him; and 
there was given him dominion and glory, and 
# " a kingdom, that all people, nations, and lan- 
* guages ſhould ferve him: His dominion is 
an everlaſting dominion which thall not paſs 
©. away, and his Kingdom: that which ſhall not 
e be deſtroyed.” From whenee alſo it is evi- 
5 l e that the fovereiguty and dominion here 
Ee de- 
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deſcribed is different PR. He eternal p 85 is 


and ſupremacy, which, as God, he ranger . 
poſſeſſes over all Beings ; as is clear alſo. from the 
following words of the ſame Daniel, where he 


| 


fays, In the days of thoſe kings ſhall the God: 
% of. Heaven ſet up a 


kingdom which thall 


* never, he .deſtroyed—it ſhall ſtand for ever.“ 


No ow this deſcription of a kingdom to be ſet up i 
in a determined time; of dominion, glory, and 


a kingdom, to be given unto the Son of Man, 
cannot be applied to an eternal eſſential domi- 

nion and ſovereignty, and muſt therefore be ap- 
plied to the delegated mediatorial kingdom and 


overnment of the Redemer : : which we undor- 


ſtand to comprehend, not only a moral and ſpi- 
ritual authority and dominion, but the exerciſe 
and adminiſtration of the whole Divine ceco- 
nomy and diſpenſations, as well in the kingdom 


of Nature and Providence, as in that of Grace 


and Redemption; and eſpecially to, allude to 


that happy period, that reſtored and ; perfect 


Order of things, for the introduction and eſta- 


bliſhment of which, this mediatorial office and 
character were aſſumed, this dominion, and 

glory, and ee were * to che Re- 

deemer. 55 


Of the . of this important nr, 


of the adminiſtration. of this Great Deſign, in the 


all this we. aſcribe un - i ty character of tdbe 


xy 


- at 


preſent ſtate and order of things, a principal 


part ſeems to be, the communications of all re- 


velations and manifeſtations of the Divine Will 
and of the Divine Ways to finite Beings. For 


. Mediator ; 5 whether Pen 


(8 F 


bis l e * by: the agency of. 17 5 = 
' Kring ſpirits. viſibly or  inviſibly ſent, or 
particularly inſpired and commiſſioned, for tha 
purpoſe. Thus carrying on by ſuch various 
: Divine interpoſitions as to infinite wiſdom might 
ſeem ,neceflary, one progreflive plan; "the pre- 
ſent deſign and effect of which, is the” Preſerxa- 
tion of the knowledge and fear of God, and the 
practice of virtue and 'picty, in a degree ſu 
cient for the. purpoſes of. the Divine Pie nden 
in the preſent world; and the final end and ob- 
ject, the reſtoration of univerfal innocence and 
felicity, the complete eſtabliſhment of the Go- 
" vernment of the Prince of Peace. | 5 
| Before the times of Moſes we have but a very 
ſhort and imperfect account of the religious af- 
fairs of mankind ; and from that time, only of 
thoſe which relate to the. Jewiſh. nation. Pro- 
bably becauſe the Divine Revelations, anch; com- 
munications made to them, were o greater 
importance, and more univerſally intereſting 
than any others ; therefore the Divine Provi- 
dence took care that they ſhould be preſerved, | 
and tranſmitted to lateſt poſterity. But both 
from ſacred and prophane hiſtory we have rea- 
ſon to conclude, that theſe were not. the only 
manifeſtations of the Divinty, and of the Divine 
Ways and Deſigns, made to man; and that the 
Deity hath, i in no age nor nation, left himſelf 
without a witneſs, nor men without the means 
of knowing how to render themſelves and 
ſervices acceptable to him. Whoever. will 
give a careful attenti J to the natural hiſtory 
of the. morals, 2 eeious ſentiments of ' 
ES 55 | x : I re 88 | man- 
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mankind, eſpecially in th Way ages of the 
world, will find many circumſtances to confirm 
the above obſervation, and many facts from which 
we may infer, that the knowledge antt fear of 
the true God, and piety and devotion towards 
him, and hence good morals aud integrity of 
character, have in all ages been more univerſal 
than ſeems to be generally apprehended *. And 
the prefervation of theſe, by whatever means 
effected, we ſuppoſe to be the ſtrongeſt proof 
of the extenſive influence of the Mediator's 
Government, and tlie beſt effects bf the ad- 
Mminiſtfation of that Important Deſign, of which 
he is appointed the Meſſenger. 25 
But further, we may even ſee firong reaſons 
to believe, that a much more full, explicit, 
and particular revelation of the purpoſe of re- 
demption, through the mediation and death 


öf the Univerſal Redeemer, than \any that has 


come down to us, or to the times of authentic 
record i in any nation and country with which we 
are acquainted, was originally communicated to 
the world; and univerſally known; underſtood, 

and received. What appears an inconteſtable 
evidence of this, is the univerfality of ſacrifice; 


which we know to have been practiſed with 


nearly the ſame rites and ceremonies among all 


nations in the known world, from immediately 


"after the fall of man, till the time of the Re- 
deemer's appearing on earth. Whence can it 
be ſaid, or even fuppoſed, that ſuch a practice 


took its riſe? The moſ abſurd 1 


* Vide infra,: 1 87 3 „ and B 5 


„ ied 
| could. never of itlelf have ſuggeſted any thing 
fo inconſi ſtent with reaſon, and our natural no- 
tions of the Deity, as to ſuppoſe that the ſhed- 
ding of the blood of any of his creatures could 
be acceptable to him, or render him propitious 
to thoſe by whom, or for whom, it was ſhed, 
Yet this was the moſt univerſal of all religious 
rites, and every where moſt ſtrictly obſerved, 
and held to be of the higheſt i importance, Muſt 
ve not then neceſſarily conclude, that it was 
originally inſtituted by a Divine Revelation, AS 
the memorial and repreſentation of ſome impor- 
tant religious event, which it was intended to 
preſerve the knowledge and expectation of 
among mankind? Nor have we any reaſon to 
doubt, but that the nature and deſign of it were 
fully explained, and perfectly underſtood, at its 
original inſtitution; but as mankind have al- 
ways been more influenced by ſenſe and habit, 
than by reaſon and reflection, in length of time, 
though the ſenſible part was preſerved by tradi- 
tion, the thing intended to be repreſented by it 
was almoſt entirely forgotten and loſt. 
Another fact, from which we may infer that 
this original revelatiau was at firſt explicit and 
particular, is, the univerſal diſtinction of pri- 
mogeniture; ; and the great account that was 
made of it among all nations, eſpecially in the 
early ages. of the world; ; and this primogeniture 
reckoned, as it appears, in the firſt- born of the 
Os being itſelf 2 mated: Pf the * of 
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che Arte- diluvian world we have ſcarce any re- 


mains, except the names of the firſt-barn of the 
ſeveral families. 3 
To this we may add the practice of human 
ſacrifice, eſpecially of the firſt-born, in caſes of 
extremity ; which, the more unnatural it is, the 
greater reaſon there is to derive it from a ſuper- 
natural origin. The King of Moab, in a caſe 
of the laſt extremity, ©* Took his fitſt-born ſon 
46 that ſhould have reigned in his ſtead, and 
«* offered him for a burnt-offering upon the 
“ wall.” It does not appear that Abraham 
himſelf was either much ſhocked or ſurpriſed at 
the command to offer up his ſon Iſaac ; and 
might perhaps be ſo far from thinking this or- 
der inconſiſtent with the promiſe, That 1 in his 
feed ſhould all the nations of the earth be Bleſſed, 
that he might think it the direct accompliſh- 
ment of it. Wherewith ſhall I come before 
< the Lord, and bow myſelf before the High 
* God? Shall I give my firſt-born for my 
* tranſgreſſion, the fruit of my body for the 
e fin of my ſoul?” Whence could the prophet 
have occafion to encounter ſo abſurd and extra- 
vagant a notion as this ? Whence, but becauſe 
however abſurd, and even impious, it was toe 
prevalent ? From theſe, and many ather in- 
ſtances that might be adduced, there is reaſon. 
to conclude, that there was among men, from 


the earlieſt ages, a general notion, that by the 


facrifice of ſome firft-born of a woman, the 


Deity was to be rendered-propitious to mortals ; _ 
and that this perſuaſion; muſt have originated 
from ſome Divine Nane the er 
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doi corruption of which produced the impious - 


5 | vpinions and practice above alluded to. What 
elſe could have led men into a notion ſo hor- 


ridly repugnant to every ſentiment of nature, 
We reaſon, and of religion ? fo eee, KG 
But from an attentive obſervation of patti- 
Cult facts and circumſtances in the gen 
/hiſtory of the human race, there is reaſon not 
only to conclude, that the knowledge of a pro- 
pitiation by the blood of the firſt-born was ori- 
ginally communicated to men; but alſo, that 
a notion and expectation of a general reſtoration 
of human affairs; and of ſome illuſtrious and 
divine Perſon to appear in the world for effect- 
ing this purpoſe, was univerſally diffuſed, and 
-Propagated through every age. And eſpecially 
about the time of the Redeemer's actually ap- 
pearing on earth, this notion ſo ſtrongly - pre- 
vailed, that the ole world were in eager ex- 
: pectation of its immediate accompliſhment; as 
we may learn both from ſacred and profane 
hiſtory *, | | NA 
Whether this notion and exc aroſe 
from the tradition of that original revelation we 
- have already mentioned ; or whether it pleaſed 
the Deity in different ages and nations to favour 
particular perſons with ſuch divine influences, 
as not only raiſed in themſelves a preſentiment 


+ of this great and intereſting event, but alſo. 


enabled them to excite a * notion of it in 


| * See Matt: i I: I. A 111. 15,—Alfo Luke xix. 11. 
Lide etiam Virg. Pollio Paſim ;—et Taciti Hiſt. lib. 5 
Pluribus perſuaſio inerat, antiquis Sacerdotum litteris conti- 
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Commiſſion and Government, that it is hoped no 
apology will be thought neceſſary for quoting. 
them here. Now,” ſays he, is arrived the 


< earth; the ages of Innocence and Happineſs 


* of that infant, at whoſe nativity the iron age 
of Violence and Crimes ſhatl end, and the 


«, W fact! is certain, that ſuck A perſuaſion and 2 
had e and generally debe. 1 


62 


this important — we * nee . 1 
Philoſophers, and Hiſtorians, very clearly al. 
Juding to this expectation ; and ſome of them 5 2 
deſcribing, in the moſt ſublime ftrains, the | 
great and univerſal felicity that ſhould hence be 
derived to the whole ſyſtem of Nature. Among 
theſe the ſentiments of Virgil are ſo particularly *- | 
ſtriking, ſo directly to the purpoſe of the pre- 1 
ſent argument, and ſo plainly allude to. that 7 
'ÞDlefſed and happy conſummation, which we ex- <5 
pect as the ultimate object of the Mediator's 


“ laſt happy period predicted by the Cumæan 
6 Sibyll; the great circle of time begins anew ; | 
& Juſtice and Integrity again return to the 


} 


e again return; and a new progeny is ſent 
* down from heaven. Auſpicious be the birth 


« golden age of Peace and Innocence ariſe oon 
7c the world *.“ “ From thence, ſhould there 


| . . ®. © 8 PE a g 
* Ultima Cume! venit jam carminis ætas: 5 


Magnus ab integro ſeglorum naſcitur ordo, 
Jam redit et Virgo, redeunt Saturnia regna + we 
Jam nova progenies coelodemittitur alto. 45 „ 
Tu modo naſcenti pueroy quo ferrea primm 
Deſinet, ac toto ſurget gens „ 
: Ss fave Lycina— gp 


ge 
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1. yet remain ekliges of our wickedneſs | e 
and crimes, being expiated, the earth ſhall I l 
4 now be abſolved from perpetual dread; H: 
& ſhall participate of Divinity ; he ſhall be ex- £ + = EE. 
4 alted to divine honours ; he ſhall govern tibhe 
* tranquil and happy world, in his Paternal 78 
„% Power and Virtue *.“ “ O beloved Off- BY 
* ſpring of the Deity ! illuſtrious Son of the Bo. 
Moſt High! now the time approaches; haſte 
„„ to aſſume thy glorious deſtined honours,” WS. 
And as St. Paul repreſents the whole creation LY 
as groaning and labouring 1 in pain for this hap- = 
py event ; Virgil, in the ſame figure of ſpeech, 
repreſents it as exulting with joy in the proſpect 1 
of it.---< Behold the round world, the tracts ; 

« of the ſea, and the higheſt heavens, exulting 4 

” with gladneſs ! Behold how all things re. 
* joice at the proſpect of the coming age! 1“ 5 
Now, though the general peace at that tits 
reſtored to the Roman Empire might be the 
immediate occaſion of this ſublime deſcription, 
yet it 1s certain, that nothing which Virgil . 
could ſee, or hope for, from that occaſion, 
could juſtify, even in a poetig view, his allu- 


* Te duce ſi qua manent ſoeleris ruſt noſtri, 
Irrita perpetua ſolvent formidine terras, of 
Ille Deùm vitam accipiet, Diviſque videbit _ 


Permixtos heroas, & ipſe videbitur illis; DET - 
Pacatumque reget patriis virtutibus oxrbem, n 

N + Aggredere, O magnos, aderit jam tempus, honores, — 08 
* s SEE 8.5 


Cara Deum ſoboles, magnum Jovis inerementum. , 

I Aﬀpice convexo nutantem pondere mundum, _— 
5 Terras tractuſque marls, Eeelumque ions 7 £ | 4 
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others, with more probability; ſuppoſe them to \ i 


Fall” that we ce 


” Gonk 4s" 4 NMeucity 10 fur ve 2 


econceptions ſo far tranſcending all our ideas of 
ſublunary things. And indeed both the ſtile "= | 
and ſentiments through the whole of the above 
Eclogue are ſo much in the manner and ſpirit 
of the prophet: Iſaiah, that many believe them 
to be borrowed from his writings; whilſt = 


e 1 


be borrowed from the books of the Sibylls, | 


which are now.loſt*; and indeed the words with 
- "oy 


which the - above quotation begins ſeem to put "P 


the matter beyond a doubt. And though theſe 
books are now entirely loſt, yet from the allu- * 
fions made to them, and fragments of them A 
preſerved by other writers, it is generally al 


lowed, that many of their predictions evidently © 
alluded to the character and kingdom of the =® 
Meſſiah, and that univerſal peace and happineſs * 
which ſhould take place under his government. 
But from whatever ſource Virgil might have 


derived the above ſentiments, and though he RY 


errs in his application of them; yet, from the 
enthuſiaſm with which he dwells upon them, 4 


we may juſtly conclude, that he felt them con- 


* What renders this the more probable is: That from the 
abſurd accounts given of the Jews, and their hiſtory, by 
contemporary writers, it appears that the Romans, in Vir- 
gil's time, were very little acquainted with any of their 
writings ; if they had, their hiſtory would certainly have 42 

glaimed the firſt attention; the rational account of which 
Tn by Moſes, they would e o have preferred to 
ch = of their beſt wy 
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5 Within his own mind 4 


e to Tow" common notion and ex- 0 "TY LF 5 8 


pectation particularly entertained by the good, T I I 
the thoughtful, and enlightened, in all ages. bo e 


I might here add the ſentiments of Socrates, e 5 : 
of Plato, of Orpheus, and many others of the 555 
| at and beſt, of mankind. Socrates, in a con- 
verſation with his friends, from the preſent viſi- 

| bly perverted ſtate of the world, infers the 
apparent neceflity of a Divine Mediator and "on 
| Reftorer, and from hence, that we have reaſon 0 
to hope for and expect one. And on another 90 
occaſion he ſays ſomething very remarkable, $f, 
and then thought very myſterious, concerning 
a Divine Perſon to be ſent from heaven to in- , 
ſtruct mankind, and reſtore them to virtue and 
happineſs, And Plato, either in his own per- 
ſon, or in that of Socrates, makes mention of > 4 
the Divine Logos as of a perſonal exiſtence, and 
ſeems to have had an idea of his diſtin& oper » 
tion in the economy of the world. And when 
Orpheus (if he is really the author of the frag- : 
ments that are aſcribed to him) admoniſhes the . 
perſon to whom he addreſſes himſelf, ** that the 9 
things which he had been revolving in his mind Wh 
thould not rob him of his much-defired futu- - 
rity,” and directs him “ to look to the Divine 1 
Logos, and adhere to that“; whether by the 2 
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* I will declare truth. N. either ſhall thoſe things which 5 5 A 
you have been conſidering i in your mind rob you of deſired 5. 
© fururity But looking to the Divine Word (Logos) hold a * 1 
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ä Nuand Logos he means a erfe n, or a procept, 9 ; 
\ RR Mean inſtruction, it is clear he recognizes 6 + - 
ſome Divine Aid to which men might Rays re- 
courſe when human reafon fails them. And 
9 whether he derived it from the writings of 
Moſes, of which he certainly bad ſome know- 
i Fw jedge *, or from a ſtill more antient ſource, ge 
N ſeems to have had a clear perſuaſion of the 
1 Deity's being to appear perſonally on earth a 
a certain period &; as alſo an idea of the Oy 
begotten, who alone was capable of beholding 
the. Divinity, and of perſonal approach unto 
bim r. And it his deſcribing bim as of Cal- 
dean extraction + refers to the promiſe made to 
Abraham, he muſt have had a much clearer ._ 
conception of that promife than ever the Jews 
themſelves had. But I fhould rather ſuppoſe 
it to refer to ſome more original and are 
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* As the doctrine of the agtients, as he that aroſe from 1 
| the water hath taught : Who divinely received precepts ac: I 
=: cording to a twofold law, _ "Ro 
i; I And ſhe called his name Moſes : : And ſhe faid, becauſe 1 
| I drew him out of the water, — Exod, ii. 14. = 
5 § Neither is there any beſide him, But you . = 
N clearly diſcern all this, could you ſee him before the tim 
* 5 TS when he hall at laſt appear here on the earth, 4 "4 
1 None ean fee the Supreme Ruler of mortals exce t 3 1 

'... certain Only-begotten, whoſe, deb ent 18 ous 4 an antient 
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* gun ra duch 0 we are ae nN . 2 
waich among the Jews might be entirely loſt 
during their ſlavery in Egypt. Nor can I leave 
this perſon: without obſerving, that in all the 


fragments aſcribed to him which remain, his 


idens of the nature and perfections of the Deity 


are ſo truly worthy and fublime, that they tall 
not below the pureſt and beſt conceptions of the 
Supreme Being even in Sacred Writ ;' and, to 
thoſe who will look into them, may ſerve in- 
ftead of many arguments to prove; that the 
knowledge and fear of the true God were more 
genuine and univerſal” in. the early ages of the 
world, than is now generally ſuppoſed kx. 

Should it be objected, that the above notions 
and ſentiments in the heathen world were de- 
-rived. from the Sacred Writings of the Jews; 


though the opinion has little probability to 


ſupport it; yet, allowing the objection its full 
weight, it does not weaken the force of the 
preſent argument; which, without diſputing 
about the means made uſe of to effect it, aims 
only to prove, that the Divine Providence has 
taken care to diffuſe among all nations, a' no- 
tion and 
fition in behalf of human affairs, and to excite 
in them defires and hopes of a general reſtora- 
tion of the world under the auſpices of an Uni- 


verſal Mediator P:; and that the influence and 
effects 


I . is fuppoſed to have lived a little after ee $7 


times of Moſes. ng 
+ We find notions analog us 
Temoteſt Indians in the Eaſt. Their Brama is a Being far 
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to this prevailing among the : 
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if es of this interpoſition \- N 13 ö 
0 - more general, and more important, than ſeems 5 I 
do be commonly ſuppoſed. Thus it is with 4 
1 3 great juſtice that the Redeemer is called in 
WE  - Sacred Writ The Deſre of all Nations; but win 
© what propriety could he have been ſo called, if 
the nations had no notion of ſuch a Redeemer, "I, 
vo defire towards him, no expectation of bleſ. 
I . Afings or happineſs from him? We therefore 
a ſuppoſe it to be part of the exerciſe of the 
if  Mediator's Commiſſion and Government, not 
: *M only finally to accompliſh the redemption and + 
IF reſtoration of the world, but alſo, during the 
| preſent. intermediate order and diſpenſation of 
Wo things, to convey and diffuſe to all People, Na- _ 
tions, and Language, by means and inſtruments _. 
— which to him ſhall ſeem meet, ſuch Divine com- 
1 munications as may preſerve in the world that 
lf ſenſe of the Deity, and that knowledge of his 
1 Will, his Ways, and Deſigns towards men, which 
15 may be neceſſary; till through the increaſe of 
| the Mediator's Authority and Government, the 
Purpoſes of his mediation ſhall be fully com- 
. pleted ; and the whole earth be full of the Know- 
ledge of God, and nothing but Peace, Innocence, 
and Happineſs have place among his works. 
Is not this forming a more worthy conception 
of the gracious Counſel of the Great Deſign of 5 4 


| nity, the Author of the Sacred Books, and great Law- 

i | _ giver of India. In the iſland of Ceylon, among the Deities 

it $ of a ſecond order, particular honours are paid to Buddou, _ 

who deſcended upon earth tg take upon him the office ef 8 

2 Mediator between God an mankind, The Budzoiſts „ 

alſo, a ſect in Japan, worſhüiß kind of Mediator berweem” 

Sold and the human race. Abbe Renall's Hiſt. 
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Guardian of the whole human race, than. to 
Juppoſe his care and providence, eſpecially in 


matters of eternal moment, confined to any par- 
ticular nation or people? Nature and Reaſon as 


well as Revelation may convince us, that there 


is n0 reſpett of perſons with God: but that in 
every nation they that fear him, and ſincerely 
ſeek. to render themſelves acceptable to him, 


* ſhall find acceptance with him; and that God is 


not, nor ever was, the God af the Jews only, 
and not alſo the God of the Gentiles, but the 


equal God and © F ather of all the families of 


| the earth.“ 

A further argument for che univerſality of the 
Divine Providence in religions matters, and for 
the extenſive effects of the exerciſe of the Me- 
diator's government in the preſcrvation of virtue 
and religion, is, the piety and good morals, the 
knowledge and fear of the true God, which we 
find to have prevailed univerſally, eſpecially 1 in 
.the firſt ages of the world. In ſupport of this 
argument, innumerable facts and characters, 
both from Sacred and Profane Hiſtory, might be 
produced; but to point out their force, and ap- 
ply it particularly, would lead far beyond the 


bounds propoſed for the preſent diſcourſe. 1 


.Thall therefore only mention a few from Sacred 
Writ, to which every one may have recourſe, 
and ſo examine and judge for themſelves how 
far they tend to N 014 the argument in 
hand. 

In the days of Abral am, we find the a 
. Whom he lived, ſincere, hümane, can- 
. 3 * Ls did, 
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dad, and hoſpitable; 3 in a * 
pions, and living in the fear of God. 


there cannot be a ftronger inſtance, hab the 
ſentiments and conduct of Abimelech, King of 


the Philiſtines, and his ſubjects, when Abraham 


Was a ſ6journer among them. Abraham had 


46 
cc 
cc 
66 


EC 


66 


than this, of unfeigned pi 


ſaid of Sarah his wife, ſhe Ss my fiſter © and 
Abimelech ſent and took her. But Gotl 


came to Abimelech in a dream by night, 


and ſaid unto him, Behold thou art a dead 
man, for the woman which thou haſt taken; 
for ſhe is a man's wife. But Abimelech had 
net come near her; and he ſaid, Lord wilt 
thou ſlay alſo a righteous nation? Said he 


not unto me, ſhe is my ſiſter? and ſhe, even 
me herſelf ſaid, he is my brother: in the 


integrity of my heart, and innocency of my 
hands, have I done his. And God ſaid unto 
him, Vea, I know that thou didſt this in the 
integrity of thy heart; for I alſo with-held 
thee from ſinning againſt me ; therefore ſuf- 


fered I thee not to touch her; Now there- 


fore reſtore the man his wife, &c.---Therefore 
Abimelech roſe early in the morning, and 


called all his ſervants, and told all theſe 
things in their ears; and the men were fore 


afraid, Then Abimelech called Abraham, 
and faid unto him, What haſt thou done un- 
to us? and what have J offended thee, that 
thou haſt brought on me, and on my king- 


dom, a great fin? Thou haft done deeds 
unto me that ought not to be done.“ &c. &c. 


it poſſible to draw'% more ſtriking picture 


ty and innocenee, of 
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3 party . the, rights of 1 . 
and hofpitality, of à ſincere and conſcientious 
regard to the rules of virtue and integrity? In 
the above narration two circumſtances are par- 
ticularly deſerving of attention. One is, the 
awe of the Divine Diſpleaſure, and the ſerious: 
alarm that even the intention of à erime cauſed. 
in this prince and his people.---Abimelech aroſe. 
early, in the morning, and called all bis ſervants, 
and told all theſe things in their ears; and the men 
ꝛuere ſore afraid. The other is the Divine com- 
munication with Abimelech, and care for the 
preſervation of his innocence and integrity. 
God appeared unto him, and warned him againſt 
the crime he was in danger of committing.--- 
And God ſaid unto bim, I know that thou didft this 
in the integrity of thy beart ; for I alſo: with-held 
thee from ſinning againſt me; therefore: ſuffered L 
thee. not to touch her, From which, and many 
other inſtances, we.infer, that though only thoſe 
divine revelations and, perſonal communications 
with the Deity recorded in Sacred Writ, have 
come dawn to us with ſufficient evidenus of 
their authority; yet in no age or nation has the 
Divine Preſence, and even ſupernatural 1 interpo- 
fition, been wanting in aid of virtue and reli- 
gion. We have another inſtance ſimilar to the 
above, with reſpect to Abraham and Pharoah 
King of Egypt; where the Egyptians ſhew the 
lame pious awe and fear of God, the ſame re- 
gard to virtue and good morals, that the Phili- 
ſtines had done. And when Abraham ſent his 
ſervant to take a wife for his ſon Iſaac, we find 
che Syrians, to whom he was ſent, ſhew the 
20 „ ſame 
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ſame characteriſtics of piety, 7 the: 
hoſpitality : the ſalutation of Laban to the ſer- 
vant is, Come in thou bleſſed of the Lord, where. 
ye Handeſ thou without #\ &c. 

It is only/by- accident we hear of Melchize- 

| dek ; but from the ſhort account we have of 

| him; and the deſignation of Prieft of the Maſt 
High God there given unto him, we have reaſon 
to conclude, that the worſhip of the true God 
was regularly profeſſed, and maintained in the 
country, and that he was the Prince and High 
Prieſt of that diſtrict. We know that in the 
patriarchal ages, the father of /the family, or 
perhaps of many deſcended families, exerciſed 
the authority of a King, and performed the 
function ſt for thoſe families. And 
probably this Melchizedek was the oldeſt Patri- 
arch in that country; the inhabitants of which 
were perhaps the greater part his deſcendants, 
among whom he of courſe held the authority 
of King, and Rt Hef the office of TUgh 
Prieſt. 

Thus we find Job performing the edc of 
Prieſt for his children, after they were departed 
from him, and ſettled in ſeparate families. Each 
of his ſons had been entertaining the reſt in 
their ſeveral houſes, and had called their fiſters 
alſo to feaſt with them. 4* And it was ſo, that 
* when the days of their feaſting were gone 
about, that Job ſent and ſanctiſied them; 
and roſe up early in the morning, and offered 
burnt offerings according to the niimber of 
them all: for Job ſaid, it may be that my 
* ſons have ſinned, and curſed God in their 
“ hearts. 
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* hearts. Thus dia Job cont finually.” What 
an amiable image of ſincere devotion, of tender” 
paternal piety { Nor can any thing be of more 
force in ſupport of the preſent argument, for 
the univerſality of piety and virtue, of the 
knowledge and fear of God in me early ages of 
the world, than the characters and fentiments 
of Job and his friends. Whoever reads that 
book with any degree of attention, | muff öb- 
ſerve, that their moral ſentiments, their: piety 
and devotion, their awe and veneration for the 
Supreme Being, appear more natural and ſin- 
cere; their ſenſe of his omnipreſence, of his 
univerſal . providence, and interpoſition in u- 
man affairs, more immediate and genuine; 8 
and their ideas and conceptions of his nature 
and operations, more juſt, more noble and 
ſublime, in a word, more worthy - of the Al- 
mighty, than are to be met with in any other 


writings, either ſacred or profane. But theſe 


men were all of the Gentile N ations, and each 
of a different lineage, and ſeem to have had no 
acquaintance with any particular revelation re- 
corded in Sacred Writ; yet even among them 
we find the clear knowledge and firm belief of 
a Divine Redeemer,---I know, ſays Job, that my 
Redeemer liveth, and that he ſhall Rand at the latter 
day upon the earth.---Why ſhould I here mention 
Jethro, Moſes' father-in-law, the Prieft of Mis 
dian? Why Balaam the ſon of Beor, a Moabite ; 
his extraordinary | communications with God, and 


regular offering of ſacrifice, in conſulting the 


Deity; and in particular, his remarkable pro- 
Weges, ann ng to the Univerſal 
_ Rev 


4 30. yy 


| 1 Why the candotir dts view 
of Hiram King, of Tyre, in the days, pf Solo- 
mon? Solomon had ſent to Hiram to requeſt 
the. aſſiſtance, of his ſubjects. in preparing the 
materials for building the Temple of God at: 
Jeruſalem : And when Hiram heard the 
« words. gf Sclomon, he rejoiced, greatly,. and: 
I ſaid, Bleſſed be the Lord this, day; who hath» 
« given. e David a uiſe ſon over this great; 
people. I might here add the ſentiments: 
of the Queen of Sheba at; the fame. period.. 
<<, Ang che Queen of Sheba ſaid auto Solomon, 
« Bleſſed. be the Lord, which delighted in thee 
5 A &t thee on che Throne of Iſcsel; becauſe 
* thenJeord loved Iſrael for ever, therefore: 
=, mage, che thee, King to do judgm ment and juſ- 
4 tice, , I might further mention the Widow. 
of Zarephath, a Zidonian; ; Naaman the Leper, 
A, 8Vrian; inſtances. adduced by. our Lord him 
Felf, in ſupport of the ſame argument, which L 
would now wiſh to eftablith, T thefe I might; 
add the Ethiopian Eunuch, of the court of 
Candace, Queen f Ethiopia, who had come 
from thence to Jeruſalem to worſhip the true 
God: Cornelious the Centurion, an officer of 
the Roman army, whoſe ſincere piety, deyotion, 
and charity, we ſcarce. find cqualled. in any 
Character of any religion. And we find the 
piety- and devotion of both theſe perſons was 
acknowledged and accepted with God before 
they were formally acquainted with Chriſtianity 
but we alſo find, that they, did not ſuperſede the 
expediency, not to ſay he neceſſity, of theit 
being made pe * it, d embracing 
e 


80 N 


its „Ao ines when they were! made known” ub. ; 
to then: Ui £5 198 een 
1 whole book of Daszel bcunds wich 
wonderful inſtances of the exerciſe of the Di- 
vine Providence, and of its effects in the uni- 
verſal preſervation of the knowledge and fear 
ef God in the world. And though the Baby- 
loniſh captivity, and the diſperfion of the' ten 
"tribes; are in ſcripture principally conſidered as 
the puniſhment of their own. wickedneſs and 
impiety ; that being the light in which they, 
to whom the predictions and threatenings con- 
cerning it were immediately directed, were moſt 
concerned to view it; yet may we not with 
good reaſon ſuppoſe, that the providence of the 
' Univerſal Sovereign had, beſides this, other 
more important ends and purpoſes to accom- 
Pliſh by it > Might it not be intended to be the 
means of reviving and diſſeminating univerſally 
the knowledge and fear of the One True Eter- 
nal God, among thoſe nations where the ori- 
ginal and natural notions and impreſſions of his 
Nature and Being were in a great meaſure worn 
out and loſt? And by thus reviving them in 
the empire of Aſſyria and Babylon, they were 
ſure to be diſſeminated through almoſt all the 
then known world. And it is probable that 
the miraculous interpoſition in behalf of Sha- 
drach, Meſhach, and Abednego, in the fiery fut- 
nace, and of Daniel in the den of lions, was not 
intended merely for the immediate preſervation of 
thofe individuals, which the Divine Providence 
Could have effected by matural means; but more 
| eſpecially to. promote wo _ Important Defigy. , 
218401 . | And 
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N Aud how much 5 - e emribured't to this 


purpoſe, we may learn from their immediate 
effects and conſequences; ſince we find that they 


not only impelled thoſe Monarchs, who were im- 


mediate witneſſes of them, to the acknowledg- 
ment and adoration of the true God; but were 
the occaſion of ſeveral public edicts and decrees, 
prohibiting all impiety and contempt of the 
Deity under the ſevereſt penalties, and enjoining 


the acknowledgment and adoration of the One 


Supreme Being through the whole extent of 


their dominions. One ſuch edict we find iſſued 
by Nebuchadnezer, after the deliverance of 


;Shadrach, Meſhack, and Abednego, from the 


fiery furnace; and another by Darius, after the 
deliverance of Daniel from the den of lions. In 
this laſt eſpecially, the omnipotency, the eter- 
nal exiſtence, and univerſal ſupremacy of the 
One True God, are acknowledged in the moſt 
pointed and particular terms. Then King 
* Darius wrote unto all people, nations, and 
languages that dwell on the earth, Peace be 


* multiplied unto you: I make a decree, that 


in every dominion of my kingdom men trem- 


cc ble and fear before the God of Daniel; for 


© he is the living God and ſtedfaſt for ever, 


© and his kingdom that which ſhall not be de- 


66 ftroyed, and his dominion ſhall be even unto 
& the end. He delivereth and reſcueth, and he 


© worketh figns and wonders in W and in 


ce earth.” & . And although, having from 


hiſtory but a very imperfect account of the re- 


ligious and moral affa 
people, we do not p irti 


urs of thoſe times and 


© „ „ Ss 


| 80 in the empire in general; 8 
—_ Un from the authority and ſtability of the Loh - Ws. £ 
8 5 "of the Medes and Perſians, we may reaſonably 90 Ns 
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1 conclude, that their influence was deciſive, ex- „ 
3 T tenſtve, and of long duration“. One circum- _—_ 
; ſtance, which ftrongly ſupports this concluſion, ll 
LT, - that ſpirit of piety and devotion towards the | 7 _ 
true God which prevailed in the government in 
: the ſucceeding reign of Cyrus, who gave orders 
— dor rebuilding the temple at Jeruſalem, and re- = 
= newing the regular worſhip of God there. And WM 
we find Cyrus himſelf acknowledging his power = 
925 and empire to be given him by the God of e 
Heaven, and profeſſing himſelf to have received ũ 
© a divine revelation and command from God to . . Bl 
2 * » rebuild the temple; and devoutly paying that _ 
. obedience to it, which is due to all the Divine 9 
2 admonitions. Thus faith Cyrus King of Perſia, Ro 
The. Lord God of Heaven hath given me all the 5 
5 kingdoms of the earth, and he hath eharged me 1 
_  » to build him an houſe at Jeruſalem,” &c. - 3 
Prom the whole of what has been ſaid on this 
Wn argument, we may, I think, juſtly draw this 
cCouncluſion: That the knowledge and fear of | 
One Infinite, Eternal, Supreme Being, and con- 
ſequently that piety and devotion towards him, 
and virtue and innocence of character in conſe- 
ee of Ton have in all ages been more 


6 8-03 
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a * probably it is to this occaſion we are to refer what 18 „ 
mentioned by Juſtin reſpecting the prohibition of human 
| facrifices among the Catthagenians, By an edict from Darius / __ 7 
Wee of Perſia.Legati a Dario, Rege Perſarſarum, Car- EA 


=. thaginem venerunt, affererites. dif, quo Pani humans 

Pg. 443 hoſtias immolari, et can uin þ yeſci dee eee „ 
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powerful, the turbulent, 
obtrude themſelves on obſervation: chiefly by 
agitating, diſtracting, and deſtroying the world, 
The general maſs of mankind are loſt in obſcu- 
tity even while they live, and after death their 


lives and characters entirely conſigned to obli- 
But it is the general maſs of mankind. 


. Vion, 
that are concerned in the queſtion of religion 
and morals; and it is in the innocence and happi- 
neſs of the general maſs of mankind, that the Pro- 
vidence of the Univerſal Parent is concerned. 
Goodneſs and piety, where moſt genuine and ſin- 


cere, are often leaſt obtruſive and oftentatious ; 
and there may be much of both, and yet 'make 


little noiſe and ſhow in the world. The religion 
requiſite in the preſent ſtate of human nature 


is not that which diſplays itſelf in the extrava- 
gant ardours and obtruſive zeal of religioniſts, 
the vain conceits and fond notions of viſionaries, 
or intricate ſpeculations and incomprehenſible - 


doctrines about abſtract natures and myſtic eſ- 
fences ; but that ſenſe of the Supreme Being, 
and confidence 3 in him, which will beſt ſupport 
the mind through the various lot of human 
life, and confirm our hopes of real happineſs in 
a better and more permanent ſtate of exiſtence; 


ra cy view of white is tranſmitted to us of the = 
| hiſtory of mankind ; and that this is the effe& _ 
of the immediate n en of the Divine 
Providence in the, Government of the Univerſal 
Mediator. -Hiſtory relates the actions of the 
the ambitious; who 


that conſelouſneſs of ene e 9 8 A 
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t — 98 Br will F ntfoul the paſſions, regu= 


late the life, form the character, and contri- 


bute to the good order and happineſs, both of 
the individual, and of ſocietygin general. The 
Roman ſoldiers, who ſtood in ſuch awe of an 
oath, that having once taken it, no human 
motive could impel them to violate it, ſnewed 
An Juſter ſenſe of the Deity, and more of the 
genuine effects of religion, than any enthuſiaſt 
that ever went about blazing his zeal, and ob- 
truding his dogmas on the world, It was no 
fabulous Jupiter, Mars, of Apollo that they 
ſtood in awe of, but the Univerſal Vindicator . 
of right and wrong, by whatever name or cha- 
racteriſtic diſtinguiſhed, | 
The powerful and polite . and na- 
tions of the world are perhaps far from being 
the criterion by which to make a juſt eſtimate 
of the general ſtate of virtue, morals, and reli» 
ion *; at leaſt it is not from populous cities, 
the ſeats of empire, and the rich, the great, 
and powertul in thoſe kingdoms, that we are to 
make this eſtimate ; but from the quiet and 
ſimple inhabitants of the villages and plains, 
whoſe virtue and religion, though moſt ſincere 
and genuine, makes little noiſe, and paſſes with- 


It is ſurpriſing to obſerve the ſimplicity of manners and 
purity of marals among the Germans and Scythians, when 
the utmoſt profligacy prevailed among poliſhed nations. — 
Vide Tacit, de Moribus Germ, et Juſt. Hiſt. Prorſus ut 
admirable videatur hoc illis naturam dare, quod Græci 
longa ſapientium doctrinaà, prægęptiſque philoſophorum con- 
1 nequeunt ; cultoſque mpres incultæ barbariz colla- 
- tione” ſuperari. Tanto plus in Ins proficit vitiorum igno- 

kent, . in 123 e WT 92 Abe. 2+ cap. 2. 
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out obſervation. Nor does che | happineſs "= 
adapted to the preſent ſtate of man confiſt in .- 
the unbounded gratification of acquired and un 
natural wants, of appetites and paſſions inflamed 8 
and corrupted by indulgence; but in having be 
our appetites, affections, and paſſions adapted tg 
the ſtate and principles of our nature, and tage 
ns | objects which theſe ſupply. Hence there is 
KY perhaps often more, both of true virtue and 
5 genuine happineſs, among ſimple and unpo- 
liſhed nations, whom we call barbarous, tan 
1 even all the excellency of the Chriſtian religion, ⁵ 
and the advantages of improved ſociety, can 
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1 . _ 
a ſecure to thoſe whom luxury and affected refine. - _ 7 
o ment have led ſo totally aſtray from the inte» 


grity and fimplicity of nature. But to ſecure _ 
ö the Virtue and Happineſs of mankind is the pro 
"Wy per end and object of all moral and religious . 

* inſtitutions in the preſent world; and where 1 
theſe are moſt fully accompliſhed in this life, 
the intereſts and objects that lie beyond it wil! 
alſo be moſt effectually ſecured. And to pro- 
vide, order, and diſpoſe, in all ages and nations, | 
the means of moſt univerſally effecting theſe 
ends and purpoſes; to adminiſter the whole 
UULWñWDieine Diſpenſations for the preſervation of reli, : = 
gion and virtue in the world, for promoting 
the happineſs and good order of human ſociety _ i 
in the preſent ſtate of nature, and beſt ſecuring _ 
K the everlaſting intereſts of immortal being; this, i 
bo: we ſuppoſe to be the immediate exerciſe of the 
Mediator's delegated gay 3 till the < Greats ll 
| 788 Deſen of his meſſage he 8 
TER 1 conſummation. 6 
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n 


"all come, and Ye icons” reign of the 
Prince of Peace ſhall be fully eſtabliſhed. 

Or the ſubje& may be thus conciſely ſtated 2 
1 here can be but one unchangeable and abſo» 
lutely perfect Being. Created Beings muſt be 
of a limited nature, and finite in every attribute 
and perfection of their nature; and hence ne- 
eſſarily ſubject to change, perverſion, corrup- 
tion, and decay. Now, does not a Syſtem of 
Beings ſo conſtituted ſeem from their very na- 
ture to require a perpetual Mediator, Protector, 
and Guardian; and one of dignity and power 
equal to ſuch an important charge? One able 
to protect and watch over all the weakneſſes, 
infirmities, and imperfections of finite Beings; 
to prevent, as far as is conſiſtent with the na- 
ture of the Syſtem, their breaking out into 
a effects; to repair all actual breaches and per- 
1 verſions of Nature; to remedy all hurtful ef- 
feects and conſequences occafioned by them; 
and to check and controul univerſally the power 
and operation of Evil; that is, to preſerve unin- 
terrupted, or to reſtore wherever interruption 
may have taken place, the beneficent order of 
Nature; and thus to maintain, as far as a ſyſtem 
of finite Beings will admit, perfection and feli- 
city through all the works of God, And the 
execution of this important charge was by the 
Divine deſtination delegated unto- the Eternal 
Son, the Univerſal Upholder and Helper through+ 
out the world, And will it not be allowed, 
that this is a deſtination truly important and in- 
. worthy to be deviſed by the Divine 
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taken by him, whom the 
Fellow and his Equal ? „ 

And ſurely he, who from eternity deviſed, 
now carries on, end ſhall finally accompliſh this. 
Important Undertaking, may truly be called 
The Wongerful Counſellor * ; for though this name 
may juſtly be applicd to the Redeemer, in con- 
ſideration of his agency and participation i in all 
the Divine Counſels and Works; yet it ſeems 


here to have a particular reſpect to the wonder- 
ful plan of Redemption by him deviſed and car- 


ried on. By his counſel and wiſdom was the 
noble frame of the Univerſe defigned, and all 
this great and goodly Syſtem of innumerable 
worlds brought into exiſtence and order. By 


his counſel and wiſdom were all thoſe rules 


preſcribed, and laws impreſſed, by whoſe un- 
remitting operation their exiſtence and order 
haye been ſo long maintained and preſerved, 
But more eſpecially, by his counſel and wiſdom 


ſhall a future, and ſtill more excellent, order of 


things take place: and it is to this that the 


term Wonderful Counſellor leems here more 


* T am aware that theſe words in our e tranſlation 


are uſed as expreſſive of two diſtinct characters; but beſides 
"that joining them is more conformable to the general idiom 
of language, as well as to the form of expreſſion in the reſt 


of the verſe; I find them uſed as one appellation in other 


verfions of the Sacred Writings, tranſlated, as well as ours, 
immediately from the original. In the Septuagint ingeed | 
the two terms are ſeparated, as are alſo the two following, 

which our tranſlators render The Mighty God: And the 
whole ſeem there to be uſed only. as adjectives or attributes 
aſcribed to the important chart 
Prefixed to this Ae 


cer expreſſed in the words? 
of br” of i the Great 
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cauſe he could not perceive the ſecret reaſons 
for its being offered to him, nor find out the 
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l © to "a de. . Ad wo truly wonderful) 
” my bertons- is this be a on device, t that the 
plan and principles upon which it proceeds are 
entirely beyond the reach of human comprehen- 
fon; and it would therefore be both folly and 
preſumption in us to attempt to reaſon upon 
them, or trace them out. What is neceſſary for 


us to know in conſequence of the intereſt we 


have in it, God has graciouſly been pleaſed to re- 
veal unto us. And while we perceive the facts 
Which are revealed to be wonderful, and wor- 


thy of ſacred admiration, we may alſo perceive, 


from the extent of their nature and deſign, that 
their reaſons and principles muſt extend far 
beyond the bounds of our conceptions. 

But the wonderful and myſterious nature of 
| the Divine interpoſition in behalf of finite Beings, 
and of the whole Counſel of God for our ſalva- 
rion, is no reaſonable objection to the truth of 


_ the fact; nor a foundation for any argument, 


' that it may not be the means of our redemp- 
tion E. A condemned criminal may receive a 
pardon, and enjoy. the benefit of it withour 
knowing how it was obtained for him, or what 
it was that induced his prince to grant it. And 
it would certainly be reckoned the utmoſt pitch 
of madneſs and folly for him to reject it, be- 


* Tt "ls long 4200 the writer firſt made 1 notes on 
this part of the ſubject, without any intention of ever offer- 
ing them to the public; he is hence not certain but ſome of 


- the thoughts here may be -bortowed from other authors, 
| though 1 5 cannot now a 


to them particularly. ; . 
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for him. It is not peculiar to the work of re- 
demption to be wonderful and myſterious, it is 
the common characteriſtic of all the works of © 
God. The operations of God in the Syſtem of 
Nature are not leſs wonderful, and beyond our 
comprehenſion, than in that of redemption; and 
would perhaps be as obſtinately denied by thoſe 
who will allow nothing to exiſt beyond the li- 
mits of their narrow conceptions, did not the 
immediate preſence of the objects to their 
ſenſes vindicate their exiſtence. We are as ig- 
norant of the nature of creation, and of the in- 


timate cauſe and manner of ſubſiſtence even in 
material beings, as we are of the redemption of 


the world, or even of the reſurrection of the 


body. We can no more comprehend how this 


ſtupendous fabric of Nature was at firſt called 
into exiſtence out of nothing, and how it is ſtill 


upheld in its preſent regularity and order, than 
we can comprehend the method of our Redemp- 


tion by the mediation and atonement of the Son 
of God. And we might, with as much preten- 
ſion to reaſon, reject the light and heat of the 
Sun, becauſe we do not know how that glorious 
Orb was created and ſuſpended in the ſky, nor 
whence its vaſt and continual expence of light 


and heat are ſupplied, as. reje& the falvation ' 
Propoſed in the goſpel, becauſe the means by 
which it is accompliſhed are beyond our com- 


prehenfion. All the works of God are wonder- 


ful, and his ways paſt finding out; can we then 


think i it ſtrange, that | Great aun 0 


2 
TIE Ip 


bees of N. es for the univerſal Re- 
demption and complete felicity of all created 
Beings, ſhould be unſearehably Wonderful; and 
that he, to whom the excution of this Glorious 
Device is committed, ſhould be Wonderful in 
his Counſels, Wonderful i in his Perſon, and Won- 
derful in his Character? | 
And what can be more Wonderful, than hs 
= Infinite Eternal Being, ſelf-exiſtent in ſu- 
preme glory and felicity before all worlds, 
| ſhould for us be born a child; and that though 
he took upon him our nature, he did not diveſt 
himſelf of his divine nature; but was, is, and 
ever ſhall be The Mighty God, the Eternal Po- 
tentate, and Supreme Lord of Nature? 
As the preceding characteriſtic, The. Mighty 
God, may here more particularly allude to the 
eſſential ſupremacy of the Redeemer in Eternity 
paſt, The Everlaſting Father ſeems to expreſs the 
character in which he. ſhall be conſidered in 
Eternity to come, the relation in which he ſhall 
ſtand to the future Redeemed World. For the 
words, according to their' original import, and 
as they are rendered in other verſions of the 
Sacred Writings *, do not ſo properly imply 
The Everlaſting Father, as the Father of the Eter- 
nal Age to. come, or of the Future Everlaſting Age; 
and imply that the Redeemer, in conſequence 
of his agency in its introduction, ſhall be con- 
ſidered as the Father, the Guardian, and Gover- 
nor of that glorious and bleſſed Age which he 
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mall introduce : X that 


* 


and Government. jar act? 


The laſt and moſt © important charaQeriftie 


here aſcribed to the Redeemer is, The: Prince 
of Peace, This characteriſtic « 3 is with pecu- 
liar propriety applicd to the Univerſal” Re- 


ſtoret of Nature's works; ; fince by the blood of 
his croſs he has made peace, and obtained re- 


conciliation with God for all Beings; fince«:to 


extirpate all malice, ſtrife, and difcord, and to 
promote univerſal peace, love, and benevolence 
in the world, is the very ſpirit and effence of 


the precepts which he delivered, of the doc- 


trines which he taught, and of the religion 
which he. preſcribed to mankind; and fince to 


reſtore peace, good order, and harmony, with 
never-ending increaſe, through all the works of 


God, is the ultimate end and purpoſe of his 
mediatorial Office and Character: for of the in- 
creaſe of his Government and Peace there ſhall. 


be no end.----And this leads more immediately 
to the ſecond general branch of the e ow 


poſed. [ 
Which was: To endeavour to ſuggeſt ſome 


idea, of the bleſſed and happy effects of this 


Government of the Prince of Peace, and of that 


glorious and important Conſummation which we 
expect as the final conſequence of it. ä 


It can fcaree be neceſſary to obſerve here, 
that the word Peace is often uſed as implying 


not merely tranquility and concord, which is its _ 
natural ſignification, but as expreflive of every RY 
bleſſing and ma: aud of the ſame import 


8 | EL with 


1 "I and happh © or- 1 x 
der of things, which we hope and look for as 
the conſequence of his ecke Commiſtion 0 


1 


is he word- Happineſs. And it is in this, 
its moſt extenſive ſenſe, that it is to be here 
underſtood, as implying all the bleſſings and 
advantages: derived to the- world by the media- 
tion of the Redeemer, by the delegated Govern- 
ment of the Prince of Peace. How great and 
extenſive "theſe are even in the preſent ſtate of 
Nature, we ſeem but imperfectly to know; and 
far leſs can we even conceive what their extent 
and effects will be in that future and perfect 
Order of Things, . which it is the end of this 
Government to introduce, , But thus far we may 
with certainty venture to pronounce, that what- 
ever benefits and advantages the world enjoys 
under the preſent Chriſtian diſpenſation, above 
what it enjoyed under any other diſpenſation or 
. ſyſtem of religion, theſe we may juſtly aſcribe 
to the influence af the Authority and Laws, ta 
the increaſe of the Kingdom and Government of 
the Prince of Peace; and that theſe are very 
great, even the oppoſers of Chriſtianity muſt 
allow. If the general knowledge and acknow- 
ledgment of the true God; if proper notions 
and right conceptions of the Divine nature and 
pertections ; ; if the advancement of humanity 
and virtue in the world ; if the improvement of 
human ſociety in general, will be allawed to be 
advantages; for theſe, it muſt certainly be ac- 
knowledged, the world is indebted to the Chriſ- 
tian Religion, Whence is that general face of 
gentleneſs and humanity, of tenderneſs and de- 
terence for the common ſentiments and feelings 
of nature, which the world now bears? Whence 
"Chat ome: of all unneceſſary inſults, and 
G 2 ahne 
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whinever 1s. grievous and painful to our com- 
mon nature, fo different from the ſavageneſs 
and barbarity of eyen the moſt enlightened of 
former ages, but now mutually agreed upon 


even between enemies? Even the horrid front 


of war itſelf. is now ſmoothed; and dreadful 
and ſevere as it ſtill is, it is mild and gentle in 
gompariſon of the unreſtrained licentiouſneſs 
and outrage with which it was wont to lay waſte 
the world, It is now ſeldom ſtained with wan 
ton and unneceflary carnage, with the blood of 
helpleſs women and children, with the ſlaughter 
of the defenceleſs and unreſiſting ; nor are its 


wretched captives now devoted to ſlavery or 


death, as they formerly were, at the arbitrary 
will of an enraged conqueror. By the mutual 
conſent of nations, all thoſe crimes; violences, 
and outrages that are ſhocking and diſgraceful 


to humanity, are now univerſally ſuppreſſed and 
diſcouraged ; and a general regard to all the 


natural rights of men is become the ruling 
principle in the laws and government of all 
civilized nations. Whence proceeds this ad- 


yantageous change, and to what cauſe, are we 


to aſcribe it? To what elſe can it be aſcribed, 
but to the benign influence of that ſpirit of 
mildneſs, charity, and humanity, that the in- 
creafing government of the Prince of Peace has 


diffuſed over the world? Nor are theſe. happy 


effects confined to thoſe countries and nations 


where the Chriſtian Religion is formally pro- 


feſſed; but by the mutual intercourſe of ſociety, 
they are extended to almoſt the remoteſt regions 


and 


of the carth; and ey many of. the bleſſings . 


1%) 


and advantages of the Kingdom and Government 


of the Prince of Peace are even now enjoyed by 


thoſe who do not yet acknowledge his authority, 


nor have ever heard of his name. As the 
inhabitants of thoſe regions, which lie moſt re- 
mote ſrom the Sun's tract, ſee his light, and 
enjoy many of the comforts and advantages of 
it long before his Orb appears to their eyes; 


and as this previous light is to them a ſign of 


the Sun's approach, and an earneſt that they 


ſhall in time ſee him in all his ſplendor; even 


fo are the flow but benign influences of the 


glorious Sun of Righteouſneſs, which we ſee 
gradually extending themſelves to the moſt bar- 
barous nations, an earneſt that he ſhall in time 
riſe upon them in all his radiance, and the 


light of the blefſed Goſpel in its full brightneſs 


| thine to the utmoſt ends of the earth. But even 


this is only introductory to the reign and go- 
vernment of the Prince of Peace, and that 
glorious and happy Conſummation which we 
expect as the final effect of the full eſtabliſh- 
ment of it. | 

By what particular ſteps or events this Uni- 
verſal Redemption, this general Reſtoration of 
Nature, will be brought to its complete and 
final iſſue, neither Reaſon or Revelation afford 
us ſufficient light to determine. But, I think, 
we have ſtrong reaſons from Revelation to ſup- 


poſe, that ſome very intereſting change in hu- 


man affairs, ſome very important ſtep towards 
the eſtabliſhment of the Reign of the Prince of 
Peace, will take place even in the. preſent world, 


nd. before the general cataſtrophe of Nature. 
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of bliſs and felicity, ſo far exceeding the pre- 
ſent condition of human affairs, both in Sacred 


and Profane Writers, allude to this period. 
This perſuaſion cannot but occur, eſpecially to 


any one who will read with particular attention 
the twelfth chapter of the book of Daniel, and 


the twentieth chapter of the book of Revelation; 


in both ef which a Partial Reſurrection of the 
dead, previous to the General Reſurrection, 
ſeems to be plainly mentioned. And whether 
the period of a thouſand. years, and the binding 


and caſting of Satan into the bottomleſs pit, men- 
tioned by St. John, are to be underſtood myſti- 


cally or literally, there cannot be a doubt but 
that a perjod of innacence and happineſs, under 
the more immediate auſpices. of the Redeemer, 
is there painted out; and that this period is 
deſcribed as prior to the New Heavens and New 
Earth, and the univerſal revalution af Nature 
afterward mentioned. And Daniel, after de- 
ſcribing this period by nearly the fame marks 
as St. John, adds, And ꝛwhen he ſhall have accom- 
pliſped to ſcatter the porver of the holy people, all 
theſe things ſhall be finiſhed, Which! may be un- 
derſtood to imply, that when the knowledge 
and principles of the Religion of Salvation by 
the Divine Redeemer ſhall, in the courſe of his 


mediatorial adminiſtration, be ſpread and diſſe- 


minated over the whole habitahle world, and its 
power and influence univerſally prevail, then 


ſhall that period of righteouſneſs and happineſs 


take place, which ſhall be in a particular man- 
ner the Government of the Prince of Peace. 
And 


* 
. 
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had to this oerladiwhich ſhall i INTE RAN" beissen 3 


the uniyerſal :acknowledgment | and eſtabliſhment 


of the Kingdom and. Power of the Redeemer, 
and the final conſummation of the preſent! Syſtem _ 
of Nature, we ſuppoſe thoſe paſlages of Sacred 


Writ to refer, which deſoribe a ſcene of. bliſs 
and felicity adapted to the preſent Order of 
Nature, yet ſo far tra 
conceive in the p 
Inſtances are 


condition of the world. 


bliſsful period of peace and felicity, when the 


moſt ſavage natures fhall put off their ferocity 1 


© When ſtrife and violence ſhall be no more 
c heard, waſting and deſtruction no more ſeen; 


&, when they ſhall not hurt nor deſtroy in all 
c“ the bleſſed precincts of the Divine Dominions. 
When the people ſhall be all righteous and 


&* innocent; and the earth ſhall - — full of the 
6 knowledge of God, as the waters cover the 
cc ſea. In the ſame ſublime ſtrain we find the 


deſcription of a Majeſty and Excellency of per- 


ſon and character far above all the characteriſtics 


of human dignity and power. Theſe we find 


moſt commonly founded in terror, in war, and 
deſtruction; but here we find the celebration 
of a Majeſty that is founded in trath, in gieel. 
#eſs, and in righteonſueſs: theſe are: the true 


diſtinguiſhing characteriſtics. of the Reign of the 


Prince of Peace. In his days: ſhall the 
* righteous. flouriſh, ' and abundance of peace 
* ſo long as the Moon endureth; his name 
© ſhall endure for ever; his name ſhall be con- 


0 tinued as long as Eng Sun: and men ſhall be 
: | „ bleſfled 


aſcending all that we can 


innumerable of the Sacred-Wris 
ters alluding in the moſt ſublime ftrain to a 
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cc pleſſed in him, nd all nations ſhall. call bin 
e“ bleſſed. Though in ſome of theſe paſſages 


is 
N 

N 
[5 
{<5 
i 
3 
1 * 
1 
0 


| allude to Solomon, and the flouriſhing ftate of 


tions and conceptions of a ſcene of bliſs, of an 


preſent ſtate of human affairs, ſuggeſted by 


nab Sts a 


' tations of his Kingdom, and of that bleſſed and 
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come ſo univerſal and prevailing as we find them 


(48) 8 


it is probable the Pſalmiſt might immediately 


his kingdom; yet it is impoſſible not to re- 
mark, That ſurely a greater than Solomon is here. 
But it were endleſs to enumerate every thing 
to this purpoſe in Sacred Writ. And thoſe no- 


Order of Things, ſo far exceeding all that we 
can conceive moſt excellent and happy in the 


what we have already mentioned, muſt be al- 
lowed, even by thoſe who deny the divine au- 
thority of Revelation, to be an unavoidable 
argument, that the notion and expectation of 
ſuch an happy revolution in the ſtate of ſublu- 
nary things has its foundation in nature; and 
hence, that it is true, and will actually take 
place. For ſhould we grant them, that the 
authors of theſe writings were not ſupernatu- 
rally inſpired, they muſt then certainly grant 
that ſuch a notion and expectation is natural 
and congenial to the human mind, and an ori- 
ginal principle of our conſtitution 5 and that 
God, who cannot deceive, and who. does no- 
thing in vain, has, by the hand of Nature, im- 
preſſed on the minds of men theſe ſentiments, 
and inſpired them with theſe hopes and expec- 


happy Order of 'Things, which ſhall take place 


under it. Whence elſe will they ſay that ſuch 
notions are derived? And how did they be- 
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to have been? For though Revelation gives a 
more clear and diſtin& account of theſe things, 
than men could otherwiſe have retained, yet, 
independent of Revelation, we find that the no- 
tion and expectation of ſome ſuch important and 
happy change in the courſe of nature and ſtate 
of things has prevailed among men in every age 
of the world. And indeed there are not want- 
ing from Nature and Reaſon intimations and ar- 
guments ſufficient to excite in thoſe who think 
or reaſon at all, at leaſt the hopes of ſuch a re- 
volution and reſtoration of the Divine works. 
From the Wiſdom, the Power, and the Good- 
neſs of the Creator, we naturally and reaſonably 
conclude, that all things were at firſt made 
good and regular, perfect and happy. And 
from the conſideration of the ſame. unchange- 
able Wiſdom, Power, and Goodneſs, may we 
not, muſt we not, ſtill conclude, that they will 
yet again be reſtored to their original ſtate of 
order, perfection, and felicity ? "This is the 
hope that Reaſon and Nature, if attended to, 
muſt ſuggeſt ; and this is the hope that Revela- 
tion confirms. 
However unaccountable it may be, that evil 
and diſorder ſhould ever have gained acceſs 
among the works of a Being of infinite goodneſs 
to purpoſe, of infinite wiſdom to plan, and of 
infinite power to execute, what was moſt ſu- 
premely good, and moſt permanently perfect; 
yet certain it is that evil, both phyſical and mo- 
ral, have obtruded themſelves on the world, 
and greatly defaced and deformed the beautiful 
"WP, excellent works of the Creator, And as 
8 2 | moral 
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moral evil evidently ariſes immediately from che 
voluntary operations of free agents, from the 
depravity of the human heart, and the per- 
verſeneſs of the human will; it is probable that 
phyſical evil proceeds from, the ſame perverſee 
neſs of will, and malignity of diſpoſition, in 
voluntary agents of a ſuperior and more power- 
ful nature; whoſe power and influence in the 
phyſical world produce all that horrible diſor- 
der, confuſion, and uproar, which we there 
ſometimes behold, Hence ſtorms, tempeſts, 
earthquakes, plagues, peſtilence, and all the 
perverſions of Nature from its original good 
and benevolent deſign, Nor is this merely ſub. 
ject of probability, That there are ſuch malig: 
nant Powers, that there is ſuch a Principle of 
Evil, is a fact for which we have the authority 
of Revelation itſelf : and he is there called the 
Prince of the Power of the Air, thereby intima- 
ting his influence in the elements, and general 
Syſtem of Nature, And we are there further in- 
formed, that it was by his machinations that even 
moral evil was firſt introduced into the world, 
and the human ſyſtem itſelf corrupted : and by 
his influence in nature, both on matter and 
ſpirit, moral as well as phyſical evil has been 
widely diffuſed, and ſtill greatly prevails, Thus, 
though the ne and the Power, both is 
the natural and moral world, of right belong 
unto the Lord, and he 1s the Supreme Sove- 
reign in all the regions of Being; yet that a 
Principle of Evil has gained admiſſion in the 
works of Nature; that The Evil One, Satan, | 
has, through a permiligp unſearchable by us, 
obtained 


te) 


| Obtained | in the world a kingdom and power 
oppoſite to the kingdom and authority of God, 
is a fact which from ene is too plain to 
de denied; 

And it is the entire extitpation of this Prin- 
ciple of Evil, with all its attendants and conſe- 
quences z the complete and final ſubverſion and 
overthrow of this kingdom and power of Satan; 
the abolition of all his works; the reſtoration of 
all the breaches and perverfions they have occa- 
fioned' in the Syſtem of Nature; and the re- 
eſtabliſhment of original good order, perfection, 
and felicity through all the regions of Being, 
which we here ſuppoſe to be the object and de- 


9 fign of the Mediator's Undertaking and Govern- 


ment. Nature at preſent is evidently diſtracted 
and diſordered ; we ſee ftrife, confuſion, and 
miſery to prevail through all her bounds ; and 
every part at variance and war with itſelf : paſ- 
fions 'at war, animals at war, nations at war, 
the elements themſelves at war. But entirely 
to compoſe this ſtrife, finally to exclude diſ- 
cord and war, and to reſtore univerſal concord 
and harmony through all the bounds of Nature, 
is the genuine effect and conſequence of the 
Reign of the Prince of Peace: | 

It is this univerſal Reſtorarion of N ature, 
when there ſhall again be nothing but love and 
innocence, peace and happineſs, through all the 
Creator's works, that is to be underſtood by the 
coming of The Kingdom of God. This is the true 
import of The Redemption of the World : for in 
whatever contracted or common-place ſenſe this 


en may generally be uſed, or under. 
H 2 | ſtood 


and natural import, it ſuggeſts an idea grand 
and important beyond all human conception; 


an idea which the mind labours in vain to 


bring into form, which language in vain at- 
tempts to deſcribe !---Yet fain would I lead 
the mind out of the common confined tract of 
thinking and reaſoning on this ſublime ſubject! 
Fain would I ſuggeſt ſomething beyond the re- 
ceived train of ſentiments and opinions of the 
Great and God-like Purpoſe ! Some more wor- 
thy and adequate conception of the Glorious 
d Intereſting Scene! 


The ſmalleſt unbiaſſed reflection on n the equal 
benevolence, the impartial goodneſs of the Uni- 


verſal Father and Guardian of the human race, 
the Parent and Preſerver of the whole Syſtem of 
Beings, muſt convince us, that they have cer- 
tainly too narrow and contracted views of the 
Divine Scheme for the Redemption of the world, 
who ſuppoſe its influence confined to thoſe ef- 


fects which we now diſcern to be produced by 


it; or even to thoſe in their utmoſt extent, 
which are generally aſcribed to it by moſt of 
thoſe who have treated of the ſubject. If we 
conſider the Redemption of the World as implying 
merely. the reſtoration of a few of the human 


Tace in particular ages and nations to the Divine 


favour, and the enjoyment of happineſs, while 
all the reſt of the Creator's works are devoted 
to endleſs deſtruction, and worſe than made i in 
vain, made only for evil and miſery; it may 
certainly be juſtly objected to as unworthy of 
the Infinite e the All-embracing Goody 
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neſs, | 


"Good, taken in its. full extent, and. in- its: true "9 19 | 
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"pe, and Au- 0c p Hing Power of the % 
High God, the Poſſeſſor of Heaven and Earth. 
Yet this is the ſum of the account generally 
given of the Redemption of the world; this is 
the higheſt conception generally formed of the 
deſign of the Chriſtian Religion by then greater 
part of its profeſſors. Conſidered in this narrow I; 
and partial view, it is no wonder that they who 
chuſe rather to object to the partial repreſentations 
which the defenders of. Chriſtianity give of it, 
than to examine impartially into the nature and 
extent of the glorious Device, ſhould preſume 
ſo much on the force of their. reaſonings againſt 
it, as unworthy of the Wiſdom, the Goodneſs, 
and Equity of the Great Parent and Sovereign 
of Nature. But whoever will give the ſmalleſt 
attention to theſe reaſonings on both fides, may 
plainly perceive, that the greateſt advantages 
| boaſted of by the oppoſers of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion are derived from the narrow grounds 
aſſumed, and the confined efforts made by, many ' 
who have undertaken to defend it. And it 
might be eaſy to ſhew, that not only may the 
grounds upon which Chriſtianity is to be de- 
fended be greatly enlarged, but even thoſe upon 
which many of the works of the enemy for its 
overthrow have been raiſed, might with advan- 
tage be taken poſſeſſion of, and uſed againſt 
themſelves; and are indeed mere uſurpations, 
of which the weak or unſkilful efforts of their 
opponents have ſuffered them to take poſſeſſion, 
and to boaſt of ſo long as their own.  : ," 

It is ſtrange that on this ſubject we ſhould 


ai adopt all the prejudioes and e of 
ws the 


as a narrow and partial Device, conformable to 
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7 the Jews themſelves in Sega of their nation, 


in thinking that they were the only people in 
the world for whom the Almighty had any re- 
gard, or who had any intereſt in his Care and 
Providence previous to the Chriſtian Diſpenſa- 
tion; notwithſtanding this prejudice is repr 

bated in the moſt plain and pointed terms 70 
many parts of Sacred Writ, We find an imme- 
diate viſion and revelation from Heaven ſent to 
drive St. Peter from this partial prejudice of his 
nation; and he is at laſt with difficulty brought 
to perceive, and acknowledge, That there is no 
reſpect of perſons with God. St. Paul, whoſe edu- 
cation had been more liberal, and whoſe ſenti- 
ments were leſs confined, aſks, with a ſeeming 
indignation at ſuch a ſuppoſition, © Is he the 
God of the Jews only? Is he not alſo the 
“ God of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles 
« alſo.” Yet ſo ſtrongly are we ſtill wedded 


' to theſe abſurd and unworthy prejudices, that 


the Jews formerly, and profeſſed Chriſtians at 
| preſent, or perhaps ſome particular ſect or de- 


- nomination of Chriſtians, are all that many will 


allow to have any intereſt in the Goodneſs and 
Mercy of the Univerſal Parent, or to whom the 
gracious plan of Redemption has any reſpect. 

Thus the Great Counſel of the Omnipotent for 
the Reſtauration of all his works is repreſented 


the fond prejudices and irritated humours of op- 
poſing parties; and The Meſſenger of the Great 
Deſign, The Prince of Pease, is made a Man of 
eri „ and a Man s contention to the whole moe 
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1 abe both Reaſon and Revell war- 


rant us to aſcribe unto this Great Deſign ends 


and purpoſes far more extenſiye and important: 
and to expect from it effects and conſequences far 
more intereſting and glorious; even the entire ex- 
tirpation of Evil, Diſorder, and Miſery, and the 
reſtoration of Peace, Perfection, and Felicity, 
through all the regions of the Divine dominions. 
To effect theſe important and glorious ends and 

purpoſes through the whole univerſal Syſtem of 
Beings, is what we ſuppoſe the true idea of the 
Redemption of the World to import, and the 


Undertaking of the Univerſal Redeemer to im- 


ply. It is to this important Conſummation 


that St, Peter alludes, when he mentions the 


times of Reſtitution of All Things, which God hath 
ſpoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets fince 


Ide world began, And to this we are taught to 


allude, when in our daily prayers we pray to 
God that his kingdom may come. And a diſpenſa- 
tion which is thus to put a final period to Evi 
and Miſery, and to reſtore univerſal Innocence 


and Felicity to all that the Sovereignty of Hea- 
ven. comprehends, muſt certainly be allowed to 


be truly great and intereſting ; and worthy of 
the Wiſdom and Benevolence of that adorable 


Being, by whom the Glorious and Important De- 


ſign was framed, This is the Cataſtrophe fo 
particularly deſcribed by the Angel to Daniel, 
when he mentions a time as determined upon 
10 the Divine diſpenſations: To finiſh tranſ- 

“ greſſion, and to make an end of fin ; to make 


*T Tegonciliation For iniquity, and to bring in 


£6 ever: 
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an.” 37; 
| « -vverlaſting righteouſneſs ; to tea: vp eo ion 
4 and Prophecy, and to anoint the Moſt Holy.” 6 

That is, to put an end to all that vice and mi- 

ſery, confuſion and diſorder ; to all that perver- 
ion of Nature from its original deſtination, 
which we now ſee ;. to expiate all guilt con- 


ttracted, all crimes committed, during the dif- 
ordered ſtate of Nature; to ſer aſide the preſent, 


Order and Adminiſtration of the Divine Oeco- 


5 nomy, which is only adapted to the preſent per- 
verted ſtate of things; and to reſtore all things 
to that ſtate of perfection and bliſs, in which 


they were originally framed; to introduce uni- 
verſal innocence, permanent righteouſneſs, and 


the unrefiſted Kingdom and Authority ef God, 


in all places of his dominions, without adver. 


| jury or evil Opponent. 


And if we may ſuppoſe this perigd of | inno- 
cence and felicity to commence before the final 
Cataſtrophe of nature, may it not follow, as a 
natural conſequence; that through: the increaſe 


of that peace, purity, and innocence, which 


Mall then univerſally prevail, the nature and diſ- 
poſition of mortals may become ſo perfect and 
refined, that the diſſolution of their frame may 
be no longer neceſſary to put them in poſſeſſion, 
and make them capable of the enjoyment of 1 im- 


* F have here OY omittcd the definite TROP” (che) 
uſed by our tranſlators; not only becauſe it renders the ex- 
reffion more conformable to that of the reſt of the verſe, 
and to the apparent ſcope of the whole ; but alſo becauſe 
the expreſſion 1s rendered indefinitely in the Septuagint, and 
ther moſt agproved. tranſlations from the original. 
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15 . when the end cometh, they who then live % 
not die, but be changed}; ſhall, paſs immediately - 


from mortality to immortality. . Thus ä morta- 
* lity ſhall be ſwallowed up of life, and deaths | 


6c iſe, the laſt enemy, be deſtroyed; and death 
4 and hell caſt into the lake of fire.” .* 


Though it is not clear from Revelation! ble ys 


hall be the fate of the material world on this 
vecafion, yet we have reaſon to ſuppoſe that it 
will rather be changed and renewed, than annihi- 
lated and deſtroyed' We find St. Paul, by 
a bold figure of ſpeech, repreſenting even the 
material and inanimate creation as longing and 


waiting with painful expectation for this impor- 


tant change. 8 For the earneſt expectation of 
. © the creature,” ſays he, © waiteth for the ma- 
& nifeſtation of the Sons of God; becauſe the 
creature itſelf alſo ſhall be delivered from the 


bondage of corruption, into the glorious li- 
i berty of the Children of God. For we know 


ce that the whole creation groaneth and travelleth 
jn pain together until now; and not only they, 
« but ourſelves alſo, which have the firſt fruits 
* of the ſpirit, even we ourſelves groan within 
_ © ourſelves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, 


the redemption of our body.” From which 


it would appear, that when the laſt Enemy, 


Death, ſhall be deſtroyed, all the victims of his 


power ſhall alſo be reſcued; and the principles 
of evil and corruption be extirpated from the 
material, as well as from the moral world; 


3 ſection 


— oy WA. * —— 


585 nde* 
1 e whole ch gs reſtored. to the original et 


— 


— — Ry 


> annoy ——— —-—¼ʒ 
_ 


— — 9 es 
C——_ IS _ 


= — — 
reds P 


And though we can trace particularly this de- 


fen and effects of the Univerſal Redeemer's Un- 


dertaking only, in that part of the Syſtem of 


Nature which, in ſome degree, falls under our 


knowledge and obſervation ; yet there is ground 


from Revelation, as well as from the analogy of 


things, to ſuppoſe that it extends to Beings that 
lie entirely beyond the reach of our conception. 
For whoever adverts to the boundleſs beneficence 
of the Univerſal Parent, and the ways and de- 


grees in which an infinite Operator may confer 
Being and Enjoyment, cannot doubt for a mo- 


ment but there are more things, and more Beings 
in Nature than either our Reaſon or Religion 
give us any notice of. But all theſe, whatever 
they may be, are the ſubjects of the Mediator's 
Government, and the objects of his Redemp- 
tion: as being the Univerſal Operator of Om- 
nipotence, he by whom the Almighty executes 
all his purpoſes, carries on, and ſhall bring to 


perfection all his works. For it is a doctrine 


laid down in the moſt pointed and expreſs terms 
in ſcripture, That God hath purpoſed in him- 


* ſelf, in the diſpenſation of the fulneſs of 


time, to gather together, in one, all things in 
*« Chriſt ;----and having made peace by the blood 

& of his croſs, by him to reconcile all things to 
&« himſelf; by him, I ſay, whether they be things 
*in earth or things in heaven.“ That is, hav- 
ing, by the ſhedding of his precious blood, ex- 

piatM all guilt and. crimes in Nature, ana ren- 
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- fetion of its nature, Ain we „1 to have Ml 0 
been incorruptible and immortal. | 1 


I BEE.” 


ated Deity ! 


Now if we contemplate the Divine ſcheme of 


_ redemption in this enlarged and comprehenſive 


view, who can refuſe to acknowledge its excel- 


lency and importance? Who can deny it to be 


truly worthy of the Majeſty and Beneficence of 
the gracious Author of Nature, the tender Pa- 


rent, and impartial Guardian of all Beings? And 
| what ſpirit can forbear to rejoice, what heart to 
exult, in the hope and proſpect of ſeeing, of 
enjoying, and of bearing a part in ſuch a glori- 


ous ſcene, ſuch a bleſſed and happy order, and 


diſpoſition of things! Nor ought the flow pro- 


greſs, as yet viſibly made towards ſuch an im- 


portant and happy conſummation as is here ſug- 
geſted, to be conſidered as any objection; but 
in contemplating theſe great and intereſting ſub- 
jects, we ought always to keep in mind the 
eternity and infinity of the Divine Counſels and 
Operations; and that, with God one day is a thou- 
ſand years ; and a thouſand years as one day. 
Of what has been ſaid, this, then, is the 


ſum : that for the accompliſhment of the Divine 
purpoſe of extending Being, and diffuſing hap- 
pineſs and enjoyment, the work of creation, 


together with the adminiſtration of the whole 
Divine œconomy towards created Beings, was 
CONT unto the Son, the ſecond perſon of 

1 2 


the 


| gered the Deity propitious to al Beings ; and WY 
9 [ring fitted and prepared all: Beings for the = 
* kan enjoyment of the Divine Beneficence, to 
unite all in one ſyſtem of peace, love, and fell 9 
city, under the benignant ſmile of the prop = 


Po, #9] Love Trinity: 2 Bees be poſſeiſes . 2 
5 delegated mediatorial authority and —— i " 

bk diſtin from his eternal eſſential power and s * 
| _ Godhead.----That of this delegated authority, 
one branch is, to preſerve unperverted all the 
Divine works, ſo far as is conſiſtent with the na- 
ture of each ſyſtem; or to remedy and reſtore 
whatever breaches or perverſions may be inci- 
dent to finite Beings, from their nature, neceſ- 
ſarily ſubject to imperfection and change. -That 
evil, both phyſical and moral, having, by a per- 
miſſion which we in vain attempt to ſcan, actu- 


ally gained acceſs into the creation, and greatly 


perverted and defaced the good and beautiful 
works of Nature; and eſpecially corrupted and 
ruined the human ſyſtem; a principal part, 
therefore, of this mediatorial character, or at 


leaſt a part in which we ure principally intereſ- 


-ted, is the reſtoration of this breach and per- 
verſien of nature,----the redemption of the hu- 
man race, the total extirpation of evil, with 
all its effects and conſequences, from the whole 
of this ſublunary ſyſtem of things. -That of 
this, his gracious purpoſe and deſtination, he 
hath, at ſundry times, and in divers manners, 


given information to the world. And though 


we have now only authentic accounts of the 
communications of this nature made to the 
' Jewiſh nation; yet from many veitiges that may 


be traced in the general hiſtory of mankind, 


there is reaſon to believe, that fuch communica- | 
tions, and in conſequence of them, that the ex- 
pectation of this reſtoration and redemption were 


orig ginallß 


} 


0 1 rntrerſalÞ l — 85 at all times, beck 


the expectation of a Divine Redeemer, and tho 1 5 
effects of his inter poſition, have been much more 
general, than we, miſled by our narrow concep-= __ 


tions of the Divine Counſels and Works, and by 


adopting the partiality of the Jews in applying 


the Divine Revelation with which they were fa- 
voured, ſeem now to conceive them to have 
been. But that the univerſal Parent of Nature, 


the Father of all the families of the earth, now 


is, and always was, not the God of the Fews only, 
but the God of the Gentiles alſo.---Hence, both 
from the eſſential goodneſs of God, and from ex- 
preſs revelation, we conclude that this redemp- 
tion is univerſal, and implies the full and perfect 
reſtoration of all the works of God : the reſto- 
ration of beauty, order, and harmony, in their 
higheſt perfection, to every part of the material 


creation ; and the reſtoration of happineſs in the 


higheſt degree for which their natures are fitted, 


to all Beings capable of enjoy ing ſenfible hap- | 


pineſs. In a word, the reſtoration of an Order 
and Syſtem of things, where nothing but peace 
and harmony, love and joy, innocence and feli- 
city, ſhall have place. If we” extend this idea 
through all the regions of Nature, the earth, 
the heavens, the celeſtial bodies, the incon- 
ceivable immenſity of. ſpace; all that the Infi- 
nite Eye views, all that the Infinite Mind com- 
prehends; if with. ourſelves we conceive all 


_ Beings capable of immortal felicity enjoying this 
2 ang⸗Happy Order of things; the happi- 254 


each increaſed by the ſenſe and partici- 


„ of che univerſal _— of the whole, we 


* „„ have 
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t God,---the, Redemption of | the _ 
Id che A kution of All Things,---and of | 
Et AY ö nſummation and Iſſue of the Re- 


F Aeener's mediatorial Office and Character. 
. r 8 Still further to enlarge this conception; who can 
er Taos bc vu + 
WH Et: a or even conceive, through what degrees of 
Bßperfection and felicity our own and other natures Þ 
may be progreſlively refined and exalted, ſo as 
0 produce an eternally varied ſucceſſion of in- 
creaſing glory and happineſs ? . For who can 
conceive the extent of perfection, the immen- 
fity of bliſs, that Infinite Love and Goodneſs 
can confer on its objects ? 
If we would hs: this idea ſtill more ade- 
quate to the boundleſs magnificence of the 
Author of Being and of Bliſs, we may ſup- 
poſe not only the Worlds and Beings now 
exiſting to be ſubjected to the Mediator's 
Government, and partakers of the felicity of 
this Univerſal Redemption ; but new Worlds, 
new Syſtems of Being, new Principalities 
and Powers, to be adding to it to all eter- 
nity ; for of the increaſe of his Government and 
Peace there ſball be no end. And what boundleſs 
conceptions of glory and felicity may we not. 
form, when we raiſe our thoughts to the poſſi- 
ble operations of Infinite Power, directed by 
Infinite Wiſdom, and prompted by Infinite Good= 4 
neſs, to confer Exiftence and Enjoyment in the 
greateſt number and variety of ways? 3 
When the mind is accuſtomed to theſe : 
larged conceptions of the Divine Counſel and 
ET. 58. 
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there are ſome things which cheir 
minds, 
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